
  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 2022 

Celebrating 30 Years of Education-Eradication-Enforcement 
 

There is still time to sign up for our Litter Cleanup on October 15  -  Pick Up Where You Play litter cleanup 
events are held every fall in northwest Arkansas.  Last year Benton County Environmental hosted three events 
in the Prairie Creek area and 54 volunteers helped us remove 31 large bags of litter, a large piece of boat dock 
foam, lumber, and a camp stove from the shores of Beaver Lake. This year our event is dedicated to a dear friend 
Environmental Officer Mike Harp, who passed away in July.  Mike was from Siloam and was dedicated to 
protecting the citizens and the environment.  Please help us make a difference by volunteering on October 15 
from 9:00 am until 12:00 noon on Davidson Road outside Siloam Springs.  We will start at the N. Hico Street end 
of Davidson Road.  Email your name and t-shirt size to Litter@BentonCountyAR.gov to sign up.  Shirts are first 
come, until they are all gone.  Come and help make NWA beautiful!  - Teresa Sidwell, Environmental Director 
 

    
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
  

Staff Learning & Development-To effectively 
serve the public; Environmental Officers 
continue to learn and develop their skills.  All 
staff practiced at the gun range (pictured 
below left) and attended staff law review.  
We hosted our first Glock Armorer School 
(pictured below right) that was attended by 
19 students from local agencies, state 
agencies, and others from Texas, Oklahoma, 
and Missouri.  Our Glock instructor was top-
notch and we now have three certified Glock 
Armorers in our Division.   Ofc. Gunter 
attended a Racial Profiling course online.  
Ofc. Gunter and Spry participated in our 
physical fitness program. 



  

 

Rain Garden – The garden at the Benton County teaching garden 
located at the Road Department on 14th Street in Bentonville is almost 
ready to be “put to bed” for the winter but you can still enjoy the shade 
of the big willow tree during your lunch break!  
 

   
 

 

Employee Engagement Fair – We were 
honored to participate in this year’s fair and 
share with county’s employees about the big 
impact our small division makes.  

Our focus is on the 3-E’s 

Education-you can find us in the classroom, 
the boardroom and on social media.  We 
approach every case by educating first. 

Eradication-We remove waste dumped on 
the sides of county roads, partner with other 
agencies to provide the Special Waste Drop 
Off program, and host volunteer litter 
cleanup events.  

Enforcement-We are certified law 
enforcement officers commissioned by the 
County Judge and Sheriff to enforce solid 
waste laws in unincorporated county areas.  

 

Cigarette Butts Are Litter Too - Did you know that cigarette butts are 
the most littered type of waste in the United States and the world?  
They might be tiny but they have all types of toxic chemicals that 
could be harmful to animals and humans.  We will be giving away 
these cigarette butt collection pouches to people who smoke and/or 
litter cigarette butts.  We think it will be a good educational tool. 



  

 

The Special Waste Drop-off is provided by Benton County, some Cities and the Benton County Solid Waste District for 
recycling and disposal of large household items and household hazardous waste.  Limited household items are accepted 
for free or for low cost.  Learn more about this program at  https://www.bentoncountyrecycles.org/ . 

 

 
 
 
 
ENFORCEMENT – We had 33 reports of illegal waste disposal in September.   Currently, we have 24 cases in the court 
system.  We strive to educate violators on proper waste disposal and give them time to correct the problem.   The following 
are cases that were remediated in September. 
    
This case was outside the city limits of Decatur. A report was of abandonment of solid waste on the side of the road. 
During the initial inspection, evidence was found.  A standard packet was left at the address that was on the mail found 
at the scene.  The owner of the abandoned property called the following day and said while he was out of town, his 
teenage son was supposed to take the household trash to Siloam Springs and instead he abandoned it on the side of the 
road.  The father was upset and sent his son to pick up the waste and take it to the transfer station that same day. 
 
BEFORE:       AFTER: 

                                                                                           
 



  

 

The following case involved a garage owner in the Monte Ne area who had some old appliances and a boat hull out in 
the yard.  The property owner removed the items and is now back in compliance with Arkansas Law. 

                            

This case was outside the city limits of Siloam Springs. Our division had a case on this offender last year and due to their 
lack of cooperation, we were forced to issue them a citation for Violations of the Arkansas Solid Waste Management Act. 
The offender was found guilty and the Judge ordered him to clean up all the solid waste. The offender was a tenant of a 
90+ year old landlord. Several months after the court hearing, they were served with an eviction order. The landlord called 
us back out recently because they abandoned the property even worse than before. Warrants were issued to both tenants 
for the Abandonment of Solid Waste. This is a fraction of what they left for the elderly landlord to cleanup.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

In September Sr. Ofc. Filbeck 
replaced the Adopt A Road sign 
for our longest standing 
volunteer group.  It was 
starting to look a little spooky 
after 17 years! 
Before 

 
 
After 

 

Extra Patrols - Environmental Officers have conducted 8 extra patrols in Benton 
County during September.  We have conducted 41 extra patrols this year in areas 
with high environmental crime incidents in order to prevent and deter illegal 
dumping of waste along county roads.  Surveilling the area in our county-issued 
vehicles, installation of signs and cameras, as well as visiting with the area 
residents are all ways that we let the community know we are monitoring the 
area.  If you see waste dumped on the side of a county road, give us a call. 

Public Safety – Environmental 
Law Enforcement Officers 
protect the public every day.  
While traveling on I-49 Sr. Ofc. 
Filbeck was several car-
lengths behind a truck and 
trailer hauling tree limbs and 
branches. He observed 
several vehicles swerving to 
avoid logs and branches that 
had fallen off the trailer. He 
conducted a traffic stop and 
had the driver secure his load. 
An ARDOT crew cleaned up 
the road quickly after the 
incident.   Luckily everything 
ended without injury. 



  

 

 

               
 

  

ERADICATION – In September we took the 
grappling truck out twice to four locations 
outside of Bentonville, Rogers and 
Centerton.   We removed three mattresses, 
a couch, and some miscellaneous waste.  
The waste at one site was out of reach of 
the grapple arm and the site was covered 
in tall brush.  We will return later in the 
year when the vegetation dies down to 
remove the rest of the waste.  Cameras 
have been installed and extra patrols will 
be conducted at this site.   



  

 

             
 
 

   

 

 

Litter on our County Roads – We use our 
Instagram account @NWA_Environmental to 
focus on litter prevention.  Groups that adopt 
portions of county roads or areas will get free 
trash bags, gloves, safety vests, litter grabbers, 
and safety signs for every litter cleanup.  Groups 
are recognized for their community service with 
road signs and we ask for litter clean up twice a 
year in return.  When the cleanup is complete, we 
will pick up the bagged litter.   If your business is 
interested in sponsoring a group to pick up litter 
on a county road contact Teresa at 479-271-1083. 
 
 

 

7th Annual Costumes, Candy & Cops Carnival – The 
Sheriff’s Office carnival is open to the public on 
October 28 from 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm!  The 
Environmental Division is looking forward to 
hosting a booth at this indoor and in-person event!  
Our booth theme is Nightmare Before Christmas.  
We need candy and decorations for our booth, if 
you can help call Teresa at 479-271-1083. 



  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENSES and actions initiated in September. 

 

 

OFFENSE TYPE QTY 
Burn (appliances) 0 
Burn (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Burn (construction debris) 0 
Burn (electronics) 0 
Burn (furniture) 0 
Burn (general waste) 3 
Burn (household garbage) 0 
Burn (mobile home) 0 
Burn (tires) 0 
Burn (trees) 0 
Bury (construction debris) 0 
Bury (electronics) 0 
Bury (furniture) 0 
Bury (general waste) 0 
Bury (household garbage) 0 
Bury (mobile home) 0 
Bury (tires) 0 
Dumped by others (appliances) 1 
Dumped by others (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by others (construction debris) 2 
Dumped by others (electronics) 1 
Dumped by others (furniture) 2 
Dumped by others (general waste) 1 
Dumped by others (household garbage) 2 
Dumped by others (metal) 1 
Dumped by others (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by others (tires) 0 
Dumped by others (trees) 0 
Dumped by self (appliances) 1 
Dumped by self (auto bodies & parts) 1 
Dumped by self (construction debris) 0 
Dumped by self (electronics) 2 
Dumped by self (furniture) 2 
Dumped by self (general waste) 6 
Dumped by self (household garbage) 3 
Dumped by self (metal) 1 
Dumped by self (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by self (tires) 3 
Dumped by self (trees) 0 
OTHER QTY 
Agency Assist 0 
Camera Installation 2 
Extra Patrol 8 
Littering 1 
Sign installation 1 
Drone Flights 2 

ACTIONS TAKEN THIS MONTH QTY 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS ISSUED 0 
WARNINGS ISSUED 0 
CITATIONS ISSUED 0 
WARRANTS ISSUED 2 
COURT APPEARANCES 0 
CASE STATUS QTY 
CASES OPENED THIS MONTH 33 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES OPENED YTD 275 

What does an Environmental Officer Investigate?  
  
Environmental Officers are limited to enforcement 
of solid waste violations in unincorporated areas of 
Benton County.  We DO NOT investigate septic 
issues, structure fires, agricultural waste, dead 
animals, or the Illegal disposal of hazardous 
material.   
 
Our division responds to violations of solid waste 
regulations that may include the construction or 
operation of a solid waste disposal facility or 
disposal site, dumping of solid waste upon property 
owned by another person, dumping of solid waste 
on the side of public roads or public property, solid 
waste on one’s own property that can potentially 
create a public nuisance or health hazard, dumping 
of solid waste into a waterway, burning of solid 
waste, and burying of solid waste. 
 

 
 


