
  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION REPORT 
NOVEMBER 2022 

Celebrating 30 Years of Education-Eradication-Enforcement 
 

Did you know that we provide environmental education for children and adults, eradication of dump sites, and 
environmental law enforcement?   In addition, we install no dumping and no littering signs, surveillance 
cameras, conduct extra patrols, provide a litter cleanup program, public special waste disposal program, and a 
recycling program for county employees.   Enjoy this month’s report.   -  Teresa Sidwell, Environmental Director 
 
Roadside Cleanups – It takes two staff members to clean up roadside dumps.  Training, PPE, awareness of surroundings, 
and equipment inspections are all important to safely operate the grappling truck.   Sr. Ofc. Tim Filbeck and I took the 
grapple truck out 4 times in November to clean up 14 roadside dumps outside the city limits of Rogers, Avoca, Garfield, 
Gravette, Siloam Springs, Lowell, Bentonville, and Centerton.  We collected 9 mattresses, 3 rolls of carpeting, lumber, 9 
couches, 2 stuffed chairs, 2 piles of household garbage, a pile of construction debris, a large TV screen, 15 tires and a 
freezer.  All together we drove 341 miles. 

     
 

    



  

 

 
    CENTERTON ROGERS SILOAM TOTAL 
CITY ZIP  VISITORS VISITORS VISITORS VISITORS 
Avoca 72711 2 1 0 3 
Bentonville 72712 2340 218 1 2559 
Bentonville 72713 1342 40 2 1384 
Bentonville 72716 7 0 1 8 
Bella Vista 72714 363 101 2 466 
Bella Vista 72715 670 49 0 719 
Cave Springs 72718 157 35 1 193 
Centerton 72719 1298 14 1 1313 
Decatur 72722 98 8 4 110 
Garfield 72732 19 286 3 308 
Gateway 72733 0 0 0 0 
Gentry 72734 59 7 59 125 
Gravette 72736 245 9 4 258 
Hiwassee 72739 14 2 0 16 
Lowell 72745 92 205 1 298 
Maysville 72747 2 0 0 2 
Pea Ridge 72751 59 145 1 205 
Rogers 72756 186 2604 7 2797 
Rogers 72575 0 5 0 5 
Rogers 72758 393 1699 4 2096 
Siloam Springs 72761 82 15 426 523 
Springdale 72762 0 0 0 0 
Springdale 72764 0 0 0 0 
Sulphur 
Springs 72768 9 4 0 13 
TOTALS   7437 5447 517 13401 

 

 

  

5702 Brookside, Bentonville # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW TIRES
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

November 601 39 41 126 376 323 67 232
2022 YTD 7444 641 613 1993 9339 5593 956 1529 1975

2307 N Arkansas St., Rogers # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW TIRES
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

November 374 28 31 95 213 229 89 72
2022 YTD 5458 380 453 1583 4761 3846 925 1161 1941

1108 E Ashley St., Siloam Springs # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW TIRES
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

November 30 1 2 31 19 4 1 12
2022 YTD 479 40 59 357 233 91 22 180 736

Benton County 
2022 Special Waste Drop-Off Collections

Special Waste Drop-off  

Have you ever wondered who is using 
the Special Waste Drop-off program?  
Most county citizens use our main 
facility by Centerton but Rogers has 
many visitors as well.  If you live inside a 
city or outside, this program is available 
to you.   

Centerton - 5702 Brookside Rd. 
Tues.-Sat. 8:00-11:00 and 12:00-3:00 
 
Rogers – 2307 N. Arkansas St. 
Tues.-Fri., 2nd & 4th Saturday monthly 
 8:00-11:00 and 12:00-3:00 
 
Siloam Springs – 1108 E. Ashley St. 
1st & 3rd Saturday monthly  
8:00 – 12:00 
 
This program is provided by Benton 
County, some Cities and the Benton 
County Solid Waste District for recycling, 
disposal of large household items and 
household hazardous waste.  Limited 
household items are accepted for free or 
for low cost.   

Learn more about this program at  
https://www.BentonCountyRecycles.org/ . 



  

 

ENFORCEMENT – We had 36 reports of illegal waste disposal in November.   Currently, we have 26 cases in the court 
system.  We strive to educate violators on proper waste disposal and give them time to correct the problem.   The following 
are some of the cases that were remediated in November. 
 

      
 
The following case on Woodlawn Avenue in the Bella Vista area was open for nearly a year.  It was found that there was 
furniture and other household items on the lawn of the property as well as a few bags of trash.  Attempts to contact the 
residents went unanswered until a letter was sent to the property owner requiring proper disposal of the waste.  It is our 
division policy to educate and allow a limited amount of time in which to rectify violations before a citation is written.  
Soon after the property owner completely cleaned the property. 

BEFORE          AFTER 

   

In November we received four reports 
that were found to be unfounded when 
our officers went to the site and 
performed an investigation.  It is not 
unusual for people to file false reports 
when they are having neighborhood 
squabbles.  In this instance, a property 
owner in the Garfield area had his 
driveway asphalted and his neighbor 
reported that he was using waste asphalt 
as speed bumps in the county road.  
During my initial site visit I found the 
cleanest property that I had ever 
investigated and the road was unaltered.  
False reporting to law enforcement is a 
Class D felony 5-54-122.  



  

 

 

 

 

Benefits of Using Drones in Law Enforcement – Drones can be deployed quickly and are a great tool for 
investigating large areas that would be difficult to access on foot.  After visiting this 100-acre property 
located on the west side of Benton County, I (Ofc. Sidwell) was not able to locate any environmental 
violations that were reported to our office.  The next day I asked Sr. Ofc. Filbeck to fly the property to 
investigate the report of burning chicken houses.    
 
Using the drone, Sr. Ofc. Filbeck was able to quickly locate a burn site and remnants of chicken houses laying 
on the ground.  I sent a letter to the property owner and he called me within a week to explained that he 
had hired someone to remove the chicken houses and only trees were supposed to be burned.  The site was 
quickly cleaned up and the case was closed.   
 

Extra Patrols – Our officers work extra patrols in 
areas where there has been a large amount of 
illegal dumping with the expectation that regular 
presence in these areas will curtail occurrences 
of roadside dumping.   In November we 
conducted five such patrols on Sugar Creek Road 
and Shrader Road in the Pea Ridge area, Mt. Zion 
Road in the Decatur area, and on Seba Road in 
the Centerton area.  Ofc. Sidwell picked up over 
50 aluminum cans and plastic bottles on Shrader 
Road during her extra patrol of the area 
(pictured right). 



  

 

 

 
 

         
 
Staff Learning & Development – Environmental law enforcement officers must be prepared for anything and capable of 
making sound decisions.  To effectively serve the public, our officers continue to learn and develop their skills.  Sidwell 
attended the Active Shooter & Response webinar and the Recycling Stakeholders meeting in Cave Springs. Sr. Ofc. Filbeck 
created respirator training for our staff.  Ofc. Gunter spent 2 hours researching case law regarding cameras.  All staff 
attended IT Security training.    

Even though this case in the Rogers area 
turned out to not be an environmental solid 
waste case, it is a typical case environmental 
officers respond to in Benton County.  It 
involved a landowner complaining about 
another landowner filling a ravine with 
various types of fill material.  In Arkansas, 
only clean fill consisting of items like dirt, 
rocks, and solid concrete are acceptable as 
clean fill.  Trash, lumber, building materials, 
etc. are not considered clean fill and are 
illegal to be used as such.    

In this case the fill was legal, however large 
blocks of concrete had rolled down the steep 
hill and onto the adjacent property causing 
damage to a fence.  It was determined that 
there was not any malicious or criminal 
intent, and both landowners were advised to 
handle this manner civilly between 
themselves.  



  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENSES and actions initiated in November. 

 

 

OFFENSE TYPE QTY 
Burn (appliances) 0 
Burn (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Burn (construction debris) 0 
Burn (electronics) 0 
Burn (furniture) 0 
Burn (general waste) 1 
Burn (household garbage) 1 
Burn (mobile home) 0 
Burn (tires) 0 
Burn (trees) 0 
Bury (construction debris) 0 
Bury (electronics) 0 
Bury (furniture) 0 
Bury (general waste) 0 
Bury (household garbage) 0 
Bury (mobile home) 0 
Bury (tires) 0 
Dumped by others (appliances) 1 
Dumped by others (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by others (construction debris) 2 
Dumped by others (electronics) 2 
Dumped by others (furniture) 4 
Dumped by others (general waste) 1 
Dumped by others (household garbage) 0 
Dumped by others (metal) 0 
Dumped by others (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by others (tires) 2 
Dumped by others (trees) 0 
Dumped by self (appliances) 1 
Dumped by self (auto bodies & parts) 1 
Dumped by self (construction debris) 0 
Dumped by self (electronics) 0 
Dumped by self (furniture) 0 
Dumped by self (general waste) 1 
Dumped by self (household garbage) 0 
Dumped by self (metal) 0 
Dumped by self (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by self (tires) 0 
Dumped by self (trees) 0 
OTHER QTY 
Unfounded 4 
Camera Installation 5 
Extra Patrol 5 
Informational 4 
Sign installation 2 
Drone Flights 1 

ACTIONS TAKEN THIS MONTH QTY 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS ISSUED 0 
WARNINGS ISSUED 0 
CITATIONS ISSUED 2 
WARRANTS ISSUED 0 
COURT APPEARANCES 0 
CASE STATUS QTY 
CASES OPENED THIS MONTH 36 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES OPENED YTD 341 

What does an Environmental Officer Investigate?  
  
Environmental Officers are limited to enforcement 
of solid waste violations in unincorporated areas of 
Benton County.  We DO NOT investigate septic 
issues, structure fires, agricultural waste, dead 
animals, or the Illegal disposal of hazardous 
material.   
 
Our division responds to violations of solid waste 
regulations that may include the construction or 
operation of a solid waste disposal facility or 
disposal site, dumping of solid waste upon property 
owned by another person, dumping of solid waste 
on the side of public roads or public property, solid 
waste on one’s own property that can potentially 
create a public nuisance or health hazard, dumping 
of solid waste into a waterway, burning of solid 
waste, and burying of solid waste. 
 

 
 


