
  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION REPORT 
MARCH 2022 

Celebrating 30 Years of Education-Eradication-Enforcement 
 
30 years ago, Sam Walton died; Bella Vista had an estimated population of 10,800; and Governor Bill Clinton announced 
his run for president.  A lot has changed in the last 30 years but not our enthusiasm to protect the environment.   It is 
estimated (good records were not kept 1992-1999) that our division has assisted Benton County residents with successful 
remediation of nearly 11,000 cases in the last 30 years.  I hope that you enjoy reading the following report of our division’s 
accomplishments in March 2022. 

- Teresa Sidwell, Environmental Director   

  
ERADICATION 
During March our CDL licensed Sr. Environmental Officer Tim Filbeck and Director Teresa Sidwell took the grappling truck 
out on two occasions to remove waste illegally dumped at 4 sites outside the city limits of Bentonville, Rogers, and Avoca.  
It takes two staff members to clean up roadside dumps with the grappling truck. Training, PPE, awareness of surroundings, 
and equipment inspections are all important to safely operate this heavy piece of equipment.   
 
We disposed of a couch, mattress, bagged trash, construction debris, a refrigerator, cardboard, headboard, foam and a 
16 foot boat.  The Benton County Road Department assisted us with the removal of waste at 6 additional sites on the east 
side of the county removing 5 mattresses, a large TV, pallets, ceiling fan, tires and two couches.  Pictured below (left) is a 
boat dumped on Holiday Hills Road and (right) inmates assist with removal of waste from the side of Spanker Creek Road. 

  



  

 

The County Teaching Garden - Visit our garden at the Benton County Road Department on 14th Street in Bentonville.  The 
NWA Master Naturalists have agreed to adopt and care for our garden that was installed in 2012! This garden captured 
stormwater runoff from the parking lot after a recent heavy rain event (pictured below) removing potential pollutants.   

     
 
Staff Learning & Development – Environmental law enforcement officers must be prepared for anything and capable of 
making sound decisions.  To effectively serve the public, our officers continue to learn and develop their skills.  ENV3 
reviewed law enforcement standards, ENV2 obtained 2 hours drone flight practice and ENV1 obtained LASO 
recertification.  All staff obtained 4 hours of firearms training at NW ALETA. 
 
 
Volunteers Clean Up Litter on Old Prairie Creek Road – Can you believe all the trash that was found on Old Prairie Creek 
Road?  It’s just amazing what can be accomplished when a few people with good intentions get together!  We love our 
volunteers and provide trash bags, gloves, safety vests and safety signs to any group that adopts a section of county road. 

 
  



  

 

The Special Waste Drop-off is provided by Benton County, some Cities and the Benton County Solid Waste District for 
recycling and disposal of large household items and household hazardous waste.  Limited household items are accepted 
for free or for low cost.   

 
 
DID YOU KNOW THE SOLID WASTE DISTRICT HAS A BOARD?  The board meets quarterly and is comprised of the County 
Judge and the Mayors for each city with a certified population of over 2,000 citizens.  Each governmental agency may 
appoint a representative.  Current Board Members are: (Chairperson) Pea Ridge Mayor Jackie Crabtree, (Vice-
Chairperson) Benton County Judge Barry Moehring, (Secretary) Mr. Jerrold Haley of Rogers, Mr. Doug Tapp of Bella Vista, 
Cave Springs Mayor Randall Noblett, Centerton Mayor Bill Edwards, Mr. Gary Wilson of Bentonville, Gentry Mayor Kevin 
Johnston, Gravette Mayor Kurt Maddox, Little Flock Mayor Jeff Van Sickler, Lowell Mayor Chris Moore, and Mr. Steve 
Gorszczyk of Siloam Springs. 
 
Who Uses the Special Waste Drop-off?  All Benton County citizens are able to use any of the special waste drop-offs. 

 

CENTERTON # LOADS
# NON- 

REFRIGERATED
# 

REFRIGERATED
# 

ELECTRONICS
# METAL

# FURNITURE/ 
OVERSIZED

# 
MATTRESS

# HHW # TIRES

January 535 41 49 166 782 404 86 98 149

February 413 47 26 113 465 344 60 74 154

March 784 87 53 211 1,156 605 98 163 0

TOTAL 1,732 175 128 490 2,403 1,353 244 335 303

ROGERS # LOADS
# NON- 

REFRIGERATED
# 

REFRIGERATED
# 

ELECTRONICS
# METAL

# FURNITURE/ 
OVERSIZED

# 
MATTRESS

# HHW # TIRES

January 374 30 29 123 310 246 81 81 127

February 264 19 16 54 238 175 52 58 88

March 493 30 35 150 408 351 67 105 0

TOTAL 1,131 79 80 327 956 772 200 244 215

SILOAM 
SPRINGS

# LOADS
# NON- 

REFRIGERATED
# 

REFRIGERATED
# 

ELECTRONICS
# METAL

# FURNITURE/ 
OVERSIZED

# 
MATTRESS

# HHW # TIRES

January 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

February 39 5 3 22 39 12 3 11 0

March 48 6 8 30 28 9 3 19 0

TOTAL 87 11 11 52 67 21 6 30 0



  

 

ENFORCEMENT  

In March we received 33 new reports of illegal waste disposal.   Currently, we have 26 cases in the court system.  We strive 
to educate violators on proper waste disposal and give them time to rectify the problem as long as they work to make 
significant improvement.  The property below is east of Siloam Springs and had been the subject of a previous case where 
the offender was imprisoned on unrelated charges and our agency was awaiting his release. The property was sold and 
the new property owner removed all the solid waste and returned the property to its natural state.  

BEFORE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

The case pictured below was outside the city limits of Decatur. Someone abandoned a toddler mattress on the side of the 
road. We removed the mattress and properly disposed of it. 
BEFORE:                                                                                               AFTER:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reporter off the illegal dump site below was concerned about trailer loads of solid waste that was being brought in 
and dumped at this wooded parcel east of Decatur.  The suspect stated he was actually cleaning up the property and 
trailer loads were being hauled away to the landfill and recycling center.  The property was quickly and completely cleaned 
up and free of any violations.  
BEFORE: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AFTER: 
 
  



  

 

 

   

 

 

  Another video about our “Senior Environmental Officer Speaks about Recent Cases” has been released 
on our YouTube channel.  You can see all of our videos by visiting YouTube and typing in:  BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC 
SAFETY, ENVIRONMENTAL DIV. in the search box. 

A case took place along Cloverdale Road and down 
Gramling Road outside the city limits in Rogers when 
broken down cardboard had been thrown out or 
possibly fell out of a recycling truck without a net 
covering the cargo.  ENV3 picked up a truck bed full 
(pictured top left) of the cardboard and then requested 
an inmate crew to come out later in the week to clean 
up the rest that remained.  

Another case took place outside the Rogers city limits. 
The property owner had mattresses, wood panels, and 
sheet metal thrown on the front lawn (pictured bottom 
left).  ENV3 attempted contact and left a notice of 
violation on the door.   When our officer returned for a 
follow up, the property was clean and in compliance 
(pictured bottom right). 



  

 

 

 

Keep NWA Natural Advertisement – Next time you are at the Pinnacle Mall over by JC Penney be sure to check out our 
advertisement (pictured left).  Studies in the United States show that people 19 years old and younger are more likely to 
litter than any other group.   

 

Study on Litter – Did you know that a study showed that people are more likely to litter in places that already have 
litter?  Although the 2020 Keep America Beautiful study showed a 54% reduction in roadside litter over the last decade, 
there is still a long way to go.  KAB estimates that every American needs to pick up 152 pieces of litter to “do their part.” 

 

Great American Cleanup in Arkansas –We have 
had inmate crews and volunteers out doing the 
best that they can to clean up Benton County but 
we need your help too!   

During the entire month of April, we will be 
participating in the Great American Cleanup with a 
virtual litter cleanup.  Citizens will be encouraged 
to pick up litter, post a photo on their Instagram 
feed or story, and tag us @NWA_Environmental to 
be entered into a drawing for a night’s stay (Sunday 
– Thursday) at the Crescent Hotel and breakfast for 
two at the Crystal Dining Room in Eureka Springs!!!   
Every litter cleanup photo (@NWA_environmental 
tagged) will be another entry!  Must be an 
Arkansas resident and over 18 to enter.  Thanks to 
the Crescent Hotel for their giveaway donation! 

Give me a call 479.271.1083 or send me an email 
at Teresa.Sidwell@BentonCountyAR.gov and I will 
help you get started with trash bags, gloves, safety 
vests, safety signs and waste collection. 



  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENSES and actions initiated in March. 
 

 

OFFENSE TYPE QTY 
Burn (appliances) 0 
Burn (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Burn (construction debris) 0 
Burn (electronics) 0 
Burn (furniture) 0 
Burn (general waste) 0 
Burn (household garbage) 0 
Burn (mobile home) 0 
Burn (tires) 0 
Bury (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Bury (construction debris) 0 
Bury (electronics) 0 
Bury (furniture) 0 
Bury (general waste) 0 
Bury (household garbage) 0 
Bury (mobile home) 0 
Bury (trees) 0 
Dumped by others (appliances) 1 
Dumped by others (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by others (construction debris) 3 
Dumped by others (electronics) 1 
Dumped by others (furniture) 6 
Dumped by others (general waste) 6 
Dumped by others (household garbage) 0 
Dumped by others (metal) 0 
Dumped by others (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by others (tires) 3 
Dumped by others (trees) 0 
Dumped by self (appliances) 1 
Dumped by self (auto bodies & parts) 2 
Dumped by self (construction debris) 1 
Dumped by self (electronics) 0 
Dumped by self (furniture) 1 
Dumped by self (general waste) 2 
Dumped by self (household garbage) 2 
Dumped by self (metal) 0 
Dumped by self (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by self (tires) 1 
Dumped by self (trees) 0 
OTHER QTY 
Background Check 0 
Camera Installation 3 
Extra Patrol 3 
Littering 2 
Sign installation 2 
Closed - Unfounded 1 

ACTIONS TAKEN THIS MONTH QTY 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS ISSUED 1 
WARNINGS ISSUED 0 
CITATIONS ISSUED 7 
WARRANTS ISSUED 0 
COURT APPEARANCES 0 
CASE STATUS QTY 
CASES OPENED THIS MONTH 33 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES OPENED YTD 85 

What does an Environmental Officer Investigate?  
  
Environmental Officers are limited to enforcement 
of solid waste violations in unincorporated areas of 
Benton County.  We DO NOT investigate septic 
issues, structure fires, agricultural waste, dead 
animals, or the Illegal disposal of hazardous 
material.   
 
Our division responds to violations of solid waste 
regulations that may include the construction or 
operation of a solid waste disposal facility or 
disposal site, dumping of solid waste upon property 
owned by another person, dumping of solid waste 
on the side of public roads or public property, solid 
waste on one’s own property that can potentially 
create a public nuisance or health hazard, dumping 
of solid waste into a waterway, burning of solid 
waste, and burying of solid waste. 
 

 
 


