
  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION REPORT 
JUNE 2022 

Celebrating 30 Years of Education-Eradication-Enforcement 
 
NwaRecycles.org (logo pictured below left) is a joint effort by the Northwest Arkansas Council, Benton County Solid Waste 
District and the Boston Mountain Solid Waste District to improve local recycling services. On the website you can find out 
where you can go to recycle and what can be recycled near you by choosing a city (pictured below center).  There is also 
an excellent Blog page where you can get all kinds of interesting information about recycling in NWA.  Enjoy our June 2022 
report.  -  Teresa Sidwell, Environmental Director 
 

      
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Arkansas Water and Watersheds Conference 
 
When: July 13-14, 2022                                                 
Where: (Waldrip Hall) Don Tyson Center for Agricultural 
Sciences, Fayetteville 
 
This collaborative effort is bringing top-notch speakers and 
presentations on Harmful Algae Blooms (HABs), Recreation, 
Source Water Protection, Landowner Engagement and more. 

County Teaching Garden - The County rain garden is located at the 
Benton County Road Department on 14th Street in Bentonville.  The 
NWA Master Naturalists have adopted the garden and are helping to 
keep it weeded and watered during the hot summer months. 

This is our first year to have ferns in the garden.  Pictured right is a Lady 
Fern in our teaching garden that is a native perennial fern that can reach 
2-5 feet in height. The leaves are a bright green, with a fine-textured 
lacy appearance, and single fronds can measure up to 1’ wide and 3’ in 
length. Lady Fern likes moist and shady areas. 



  

 

 

 
 
  

Litter on our County Roads – We focus on litter prevention on our 
Instagram account @NWA_environmental.  Groups that adopt portions of 
county roads or areas will get free trash bags, gloves, safety vests, litter 
grabbers, and safety signs for every litter cleanup.  Groups are recognized 
for their community service with road signs and we ask for litter clean up 
twice a year in return.  When your cleanup is complete, we will pick up the 
bagged litter.   If your business is interested in sponsoring a group to pick 
up litter on a county road contact Teresa at 479-271-1083. 

 

 

 

Another Case Cracked - The newest member of our team, Ofc. 
Cal Gunter cracked his first big case and we celebrated with a 
cookie cake!  Sometimes it takes a little leg work to track down 
violators who dump on the side of the road.  Our office 
received a report of windows, wood, carpet padding and other 
miscellaneous construction items being dumped near the 
intersection of Panorama Road and Hwy 94 in the Monte Ne 
area.    The witness was able to give a good description of the 
perpetrators, vehicle and trailer that quickly left the scene with 
a mattress and box spring still in the trailer.  Shortly after, we 
received another report of a mattress and box spring that was 
dumped nearby on Necessary Road.    Ofc. Spry assisted Ofc. 
Gunter with locating the trailer in the area.  The offender 
admitted to dumping the waste and a citation was issued. 

 

  



  

 

The Special Waste Drop-off is provided by Benton County, some Cities and the Benton County Solid Waste District for 
recycling and disposal of large household items and household hazardous waste.  Limited household items are accepted 
for free or for low cost.  
 

 
 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW… Waste from rental properties, farms, churches, schools, non-profits, and businesses is not accepted at 
the Special Waste Drop-off.  Waste brought in a Commercial Vehicle will not be accepted.  Household garbage, building 
materials, construction debris, and yard waste (limbs, brush, grass or leaves) will not be accepted.  
 
Household Hazardous Waste such as aerosols, fluorescent light bulbs, cleaners, oils, oil-based paint, pesticides, smoke 
alarms, used needles, mercury thermometers and thermostats are accepted at no charge once a month but have very 
strict limitations of material types and allowed volumes.   Household Hazardous Waste will not be combined or “poured 
up” with other waste and containers such as gas cans will not be returned to the owner.  It is important to transport 
Household Hazardous Waste safely by placing items inside a plastic tub or bucket keeping items separated to prevent 
interactions.  Empty containers will not be accepted and should be disposed of according to package directions.  Never 
mix or combine Household Hazardous Waste.  Bring in original container for easy identification by the HHW technician.   

 
**PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING USABLE ITEMS TO YOUR LOCAL REUSE SHOP** 

  

5702 Brookside, Bentonville # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

January 535 41 49 166 782 404 86 98
February 413 47 26 113 465 344 60 74
March 784 87 53 211 1156 605 98 163
April 854 83 56 272 1421 705 97 161
May 716 62 65 202 1071 559 81 116
June 856 38 75 209 1136 657 129 174
2022 YTD 4158 358 324 1173 6031 3274 551 786

2307 N Arkansas St., Rogers # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

January 374 30 29 123 310 246 81 81
February 264 19 16 54 238 175 52 58
March 505 30 36 152 417 356 72 108
April 518 32 36 168 532 379 67 115
May 574 47 37 163 587 432 102 109
June 524 23 46 141 579 389 73 98
2022 YTD 2759 181 200 801 2663 1977 447 569

1108 E Ashley St., Siloam Springs # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

January 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
February 39 5 3 22 39 12 3 11
March 48 6 8 30 28 9 3 19
April 47 6 1 39 8 5 1 21
May 48 0 5 28 29 14 3 23
June 53 3 6 49 43 7 1 24
2022 YTD 235 20 23 168 147 47 11 98
ALL SITES COMBINED YTD 7152 559 547 2142 8841 5298 998 1453
NOTE:  # of appliances, electronics, furniture, metal, playground equipment, and tires  are based on number of items collected.  HHW is based on the # of visits, not the # of items brought per visit.  

Benton County 
2022 Special Waste Drop-Off Collections



  

 

ENFORCEMENT - In June we received 26 new reports of illegal waste disposal.   Currently, we have 25 cases in the court 
system.  We strive to educate violators on proper waste disposal and give them time to correct the problem.   The following 
case was outside the city limits of Gentry. A squatter remained on a property after the death of the property owner.  A 
new property owner took possession of the property and had been unsuccessful with removing the squatter. There was 
a camper being lived in while two trailer houses were being demolished. There was solid waste all over the property.  After 
an initial inspection the squatter vacated the property and the new property owner was able to bring in large dumpsters 
and remove all of the solid waste.  

 

BEFORE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Staff Learning & Development – Environmental law enforcement officers must be prepared for anything and capable of 
making sound decisions.  To effectively serve the public, our officers continue to learn and develop their skills.  All staff 
earned firearms training, online IT Security Awareness training, and in-house Defensive Driving training (see our training 
photos on page 7).  Officers Spry and Gunter earned physical fitness training hours and Sr. Officer Filbeck earned online 
training for Racial Profiling with the Criminal Justice Institute at the University of Arkansas.  Director Sidwell earned online 
training hours for Crime Scene First Responder. 
  



  

 

The following case was outside the city limits of Garfield. The home owner had built his home and left the construction 
waste near a ravine next to his home for several months.  After an investigation he informed our officer that he had been 
trying to get a dumpster to clean up and sell the home but the dumpster companies were booked up.  He was provided 
one of our informational packets with information on other local trash services in the area.  When our officer returned on 
the follow up inspection the property was clean and back in compliance.  

BEFORE: 

  
 

AFTER: 

  
 

 

County Teaching Garden – So many 
wildflower blooms in June!  Pictured right is a 
coneflower.  They are found only in eastern 
and central North America, where they grow 
in moist to dry prairies and open wooded 
areas.  They are great for attracting birds and 
butterflies to your garden. 



  

 

The following case involved a report about an RV on the east side of Lowell with bottles of chemicals, appliances, and 
other miscellaneous household items piled in front of it.  Ofc. Gunter worked with the property owner and tenants to 
help them get this place back in accordance with state law and county ordinances without citations being issued.  

BEFORE          AFTER 

    
 

 

 

Unsecured Load - Officer Gunter removed this 
plastic (pictured left) from East McNelly Road 
in the Bella Vista area that was scattered in 
residential yards and along the county road 
for approximately two miles.    

Materials falling from unsecured loads can 
become roadside litter and may even be 
hazardous to other drivers causing injuries, 
property damage, or death.  It is the law to tie 
down your load with rope, netting or straps 
and cover the entire load with a sturdy tarp or 
netting. 

 



  

 

   

In-House Defensive Driving Course – Sr. Officer Filbeck is our law enforcement instructor on staff who is certified to teach 
CLEST approved courses.  We had classroom instruction where we learned of the dangers of emergency driving, cornering, 
acceleration and breaking.  The next day we headed to the field (pictured below) to drive through a low speed driving 
course.  Driving expertise is important to our job and to the protection of the public.  There is a significant cost savings to 
training in-house and we offer our training to other agencies (especially small agencies) in the area.  Well trained officers 
are important for their safety and the safety of the public.  Thanks to the City of Siloam Springs for the use of their parking lot. 
     

     

New Signage on our Grappling Truck - Our “Don’t 
dump, free disposal” signs (pictured below) have 
been on our truck since 2016 and they were 
starting to look scratched up and faded.  It was 
time for a facelift so we updated our truck with our 
new message (pictured right) “Keep NWA natural. 
Together we can stop litter!”  The QR code will 
take you directly to our YouTube channel. 

 
 



  

 

ERADICATION – Sr. Officer Filbeck and Director Sidwell took the grappling truck out twice in June and drove 122 miles to 
remediate 8 sites outside the city limits of Rogers, Little Flock, Lowell, Gravette, Bella Vista, Centerton, and Siloam Springs.  
We removed a large pile of construction debris, a bookshelf, 3 mattresses, 2 couches and a stuffed chair dumped on the 
side of county roads.  All of the waste except for the construction debris could have been taken to a Special Waste Drop-
off site for free.   

     Construction waste on Cloverdale Road            Mattress and a bookcase on Cross Hollow Road 

                 
 
    Frisco Church Road outside city of Lowell             Couch dumped on Waukesha Road outside Siloam Springs 

                 



  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENSES and actions initiated in June. 

 

 

OFFENSE TYPE QTY 
Burn (appliances) 0 
Burn (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Burn (construction debris) 0 
Burn (electronics) 0 
Burn (furniture) 0 
Burn (general waste) 0 
Burn (household garbage) 2 
Burn (mobile home) 0 
Burn (tires) 0 
Burn (trees) 0 
Bury (construction debris) 0 
Bury (electronics) 0 
Bury (furniture) 0 
Bury (general waste) 0 
Bury (household garbage) 0 
Bury (mobile home) 0 
Bury (tires) 1 
Dumped by others (appliances) 0 
Dumped by others (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by others (construction debris) 1 
Dumped by others (electronics) 0 
Dumped by others (furniture) 6 
Dumped by others (general waste) 0 
Dumped by others (household garbage) 3 
Dumped by others (metal) 0 
Dumped by others (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by others (tires) 1 
Dumped by others (trees) 0 
Dumped by self (appliances) 0 
Dumped by self (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by self (construction debris) 0 
Dumped by self (electronics) 0 
Dumped by self (furniture) 0 
Dumped by self (general waste) 0 
Dumped by self (household garbage) 0 
Dumped by self (metal) 0 
Dumped by self (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by self (tires) 0 
Dumped by self (trees) 0 
OTHER QTY 
Background Check 0 
Camera Installation 3 
Extra Patrol 4 
Littering 1 
Sign installation 0 
Closed - Unfounded 3 

ACTIONS TAKEN THIS MONTH QTY 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS ISSUED 0 
WARNINGS ISSUED 0 
CITATIONS ISSUED 3 
WARRANTS ISSUED 0 
COURT APPEARANCES 0 
CASE STATUS QTY 
CASES OPENED THIS MONTH 26 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES OPENED YTD 169 

What does an Environmental Officer Investigate?  
  
Environmental Officers are limited to enforcement 
of solid waste violations in unincorporated areas of 
Benton County.  We DO NOT investigate septic 
issues, structure fires, agricultural waste, dead 
animals, or the Illegal disposal of hazardous 
material.   
 
Our division responds to violations of solid waste 
regulations that may include the construction or 
operation of a solid waste disposal facility or 
disposal site, dumping of solid waste upon property 
owned by another person, dumping of solid waste 
on the side of public roads or public property, solid 
waste on one’s own property that can potentially 
create a public nuisance or health hazard, dumping 
of solid waste into a waterway, burning of solid 
waste, and burying of solid waste. 
 

 
 


