
  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION REPORT 
JULY 2022 

Celebrating 30 Years of Education-Eradication-Enforcement 
 
Environmental Law Enforcement Officers are in constant touch with the people they serve and must be able to solve 
problems that affect everyone on a very personal level.  Environmental law enforcement is a job with serious 
responsibilities.  Our officers are community role models, educators, crisis managers, law enforcers, investigators, and 
protectors of people and the environment.  Being held to a higher standard than most can be a heavy burden to carry.  
Recently, our staff realized the importance of protecting their mental health with a day spent together building critical 
thinking skills, problem solving, communications, collaboration, and coordination skills.  I hope that you will enjoy our 
report this month. - Teresa Sidwell, Environmental Director 
 

     
On Environmental Officer Day our staff built collaboration skills completing puzzles (center) at the Centerton community 
room.  We picked up litter at Sager Creek and the Butts Ball Field in Siloam Springs (left).  Sacred Hollow Farm in Lowell 
welcomed us with a field of wildflowers (right).  Expenses for the day were donated by an anonymous benefactor. 
 
 
Staff Learning & Development – Environmental law enforcement officers must be prepared for anything and capable of 
making sound decisions.  To effectively serve the public, our officers continue to learn and develop their skills.  Officers 
practiced at the gun range in July.  Our staff was instructed in First Aid/Officer Street Survival by state ceritified CLEST 
(Commission on Law Enforcement Standards & Training) training instructor, Sr. Ofc. Tim Filbeck.  In-house training has 
saved our division thousands in travel, food, lodging, and course costs.    
 

 
 
  

ARC has been 
hosting their 
conferences for 31 
years.  Speakers are 
superb and sessions 
are educational.  I 
highly recommend 
this conference for 
anyone in the 
environmental field.  
Sept. 12-14. 



  

 

. 

 
 

 
 

            

Rain Garden – The Benton County Road Department 
helped us get water on the rain garden in July (pictured 
right).  The plants were not coping well during the high 
temperatures and drought conditions.   
 
Sr. Ofc. Filbeck filmed a video with Master Naturalist 
Miranda Kohout (pictured below) about the county 
teaching rain garden.  Pictured below center is the vividly 
colored daisy-like flower commonly called “Indian 
blanket.”  This Arkansas native has a high drought 
tolerance and blooms summer to late fall.  Far right below 
the coneflower stands guard over the garden as bumper-
to-bumper traffic passes by on 14th street. 

Memorial Litter Cleanup - The Environmental 
Community lost a dear friend in July, Officer Michael 
Harp.  Mike passed away suddenly at the age of 56.  
Ofc. Harp was an Arkansas native from Siloam Springs.  
He was an Environmental Enforcement Officer for the 
Boston Mountain Solid Waste District for 20 years.  He 
was instrumental in remediating many properties in 
Washington and Madison counties.  He was a 
distinguished officer that promoted preserving the 
environment of Arkansas and protecting the citizens.  
Our division will be hosting a litter cleanup event from 
9:00 AM until noon on Davidson Road in the Siloam 
Springs area on October 15 in memory of 
Environmental Officer Michael Harp.   



  

 

The Special Waste Drop-off is provided by Benton County, some Cities and the Benton County Solid Waste District for 
recycling and disposal of large household items and household hazardous waste.  Limited household items are accepted 
for free or for low cost.  
  

CENTERTON  # 
LOADS 

# NON- 
REFRIGERATED 

# 
REFRIGERATED 

# 
ELECTRONICS 

# 
METAL 

# 
FURNITURE/ 
OVERSIZED  

# 
MATTRESS 

# 
HHW 

# 
TIRES 

June 856 38 75 209 1,136 657 129 174 238 
July 777 66 71 176 906 599 105 150 22 
TOTAL 4,935 424 395 1,349 6,937 3,873 656 936 1247 

          

ROGERS  # 
LOADS 

# NON- 
REFRIGERATED 

# 
REFRIGERATED 

# 
ELECTRONICS 

# 
METAL 

# 
FURNITURE/ 
OVERSIZED  

# 
MATTRESS 

# 
HHW 

# 
TIRES 

June 722 45 62 193 753 539 110 133 0 
July 519 39 45 127 414 377 92 110 292 
TOTAL 3,476 242 261 980 3,251 2,504 576 714 1290 

          

SILOAM 
SPRINGS  

# 
LOADS 

# NON- 
REFRIGERATED 

# 
REFRIGERATED 

# 
ELECTRONICS 

# 
METAL 

# 
FURNITURE/ 
OVERSIZED  

# 
MATTRESS 

# 
HHW 

# 
TIRES 

June 53 3 6 49 43 7 1 24 116 
July 38 6 3 20 18 11 0 14 0 
TOTAL 273 26 26 188 165 58 11 112 593 

 
 

 
 

 
 
DID YOU KNOW… Grass clippings, leaves, brush, limbs and small logs are accepted from any business or household in 
Benton County at the Benton County Solid Waste District?   Customer must remove grass and leaves from all bags and 
take bags home.  Limbs and brush must be eight feet long or shorter and less than twelve inches in diameter.  Tree stumps, 
root balls, lumber, landscape timber, railroad ties, rock, dirt, concrete, and asphalt will not be accepted.  Fees vary from 
$10 for a pickup truck load to $100 for a high-side trailer or box truck.  Pricing at https://www.bentoncountyrecycles.org/ 

2022 COUNTY EXPENSES FOR WASTE DISPOSAL LINE ITEM 3063
2022 
County 
Expenses

Bulky Waste 
Bentonville

Bulky Waste 
Rogers

Bulky Waste 
Siloam Springs

Household 
Hazardous 
Waste*

Advertising
In-house 
recycling

Roadside 
Cleanups

Nuisance Cases
Operations 
Costs

TOTALS

BUDGET $88,650.00 $56,050.00 $5,000.00 $30,000.00 $6,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,900.00 $11,091.00 $56,309.00 256,000.00$ 
ACTUAL -$                

JULY 4,971.35$   3,919.03$   106.94$     -$            -$           -$          65.96$     $0.00 $27,208.51 36,271.79$    

SPENT Y-T-D 31,403.65$ 28,333.61$ 1,851.32$  -$            4,971.58$ -$          286.00$   -$             27,208.51$ 94,054.67$    

*BCSWD will use up to $30,000 of their budget for HHW before billing the County.   



  

 

ENFORCEMENT – Reports of illegal waste disposal rose to 34 new reports in July.   Currently, we have 24 cases in the court 
system.  We strive to educate violators on proper waste disposal and give them time to correct the problem.    
Agency Assistance – Thank you to Benton County Planning for bringing this horrendous and shocking dump of over 1,000 
tires to our attention!  Tires pose risks to humans and the environment.  Rodents inhabit tire piles and mosquitoes breed 
in stagnant water that collects inside tires.  Tire fires pollute the air and ground with toxic chemicals. 

    
 

     
 
Extra Patrols – Environmental Officers have conducted 8 extra patrols in Benton County during July.  We have conducted 
24 extra patrols this year in areas with high environmental crime incidents in order to prevent and deter illegal dumping 
of waste along county roads.  Several years ago we placed a barrel and “No Littering” sign next to Snavely bridge just 
outside the City of Bentonville.  We were receiving frequent reports of littering at this site by a good Samaritan who would 
clean up the shores of Osage Creek and he asked us for help keeping the area free of litter.  During summer months Sr. 
Officer Filbeck visits the area on a weekly basis.  He has found that most weekends the barrel is overfilled.   Sr. Officer 
Filbeck is dedicated to keeping this area clean and even drives by on holiday weekends to check on the area.  
 

                  



  

 

On May 25th, the fire department responded to a medical call in a remote locale on the east side of Benton County and 
discovered a mother and her son living in a shed in the woods.  When the firefighters went inside the shed, they found 
the shed to be in deplorable condition. The shed didn’t have any electricity, water, or a septic system.  The firefighters 
also found bags of human waste inside.  The mother was transported to the hospital and later we were notified along 
with the Benton County Health Department.  Besides the living conditions, the adult son had a history of mental health 
issues including schizophrenia and aggression towards first responders. 

Our Officers Gunter and Spry went out to investigate this case but were unable to contact either tenant.  Benton County 
Environmental Health Specialist, Kevin Power conducted his investigation and met the adult son.  Kevin gave the man 
information about programs to get a well and septic system.  He returned in July to find the property had deteriorated so 
he contacted our office once again.  Officers Gunter and Spry returned to the property and found it to be significantly 
worse than before. They located the man in the woods beside the house and he was extremely stand-offish.  He told the 
officers that his mother had died and he was living by himself without running water, used a bucket to defecate and had 
no means of transportation.  His uncle had been bringing him one meal and water each day.   
 
Officer Gunter contacted Mr. Power and it was decided to contact the Arkansas Department of Human Services in an 
attempt to get the man help.   Our priority is to get medical assistance for this man and our case will remain pending until 
he is able to cope with the situation.  
 

 



  

 

The following case was outside the city limits of Garfield. This property owner had so much solid waste that it was 
flowing onto the road. After almost a year of working with this property owner, he decided to build a garage and move 
in his belongings. He made steady progress and even stated that he was planning to add onto the garage he had just 
built. Most of the items left outside were gardening equipment and outdoor furniture. 

BEFORE: 

    
 
AFTER: 

   
 
  



  

 

The next case was also outside the city limits of Garfield. It was reported that the property owners had so much solid 
waste on their property that when the creek flooded, it would wash all of the solid waste down the creek and onto the 
neighbor’s property.  I sent a notice in the mail detailing the violations.  The property owners provided multiple receipts 
where they took their solid waste to a transfer station and recycling centers. Upon a final inspection, I found the property 
to be compliant.  I advised them to keep their items in a storage building and as far away from the creek as possible. 
 
BEFORE:  

      
 
AFTER: 

       
  



  

 

 
 
 
7th Annual Costumes, Candy & Cops Carnival – The Sheriff’s Office 
carnival is open to the public on October 28!  The Environmental 
Division is looking forward to hosting a booth at this indoor and in-
person event!  We are in need of candy and decorations for our 
booth.  If you can help contact Teresa at 479-271-1083. 

  

Litter on our County Roads – We use our 
Instagram account @NWA_Environmental to 
focus on litter prevention.  Groups that adopt 
portions of county roads or areas will get free 
trash bags, gloves, safety vests, litter grabbers, 
and safety signs for every litter cleanup.  Groups 
are recognized for their community service with 
road signs and we ask for litter clean up twice a 
year in return.  When the cleanup is complete, we 
will pick up the bagged litter.   If your business is 
interested in sponsoring a group to pick up litter 
on a county road contact Teresa at 479-271-1083. 
 



  

 

ERADICATION – Sr. Officer Filbeck and Director Sidwell took the grappling truck out in July and drove 94 miles to remediate 
4 sites outside the city limits of Bentonville, Gentry, Decatur and Gravette.  We removed a large pile of construction debris, 
3 mattresses, 4 couches, a water heater and a recliner dumped on the side of county roads.  The 1.30 tons of waste 
collected along county roads was properly disposed of at the Siloam Springs Transfer Station for $65.96.    

Recliner dumped on Leonard Ranch Rd., Gravette  3 mattresses dumped on Tanyard Hollow Rd., Bentonville 

                   
2 couches and a hot water tank dumped on Shortcut Rd., Decatur                         2 couches dumped on Tanyard Hollow 

       



  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENSES and actions initiated in July. 

 

 

OFFENSE TYPE QTY 
Burn (appliances) 0 
Burn (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Burn (construction debris) 0 
Burn (electronics) 0 
Burn (furniture) 0 
Burn (general waste) 0 
Burn (household garbage) 1 
Burn (mobile home) 0 
Burn (tires) 0 
Burn (trees) 0 
Bury (construction debris) 0 
Bury (electronics) 0 
Bury (furniture) 0 
Bury (general waste) 0 
Bury (household garbage) 0 
Bury (mobile home) 0 
Bury (tires) 0 
Dumped by others (appliances) 0 
Dumped by others (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by others (construction debris) 3 
Dumped by others (electronics) 0 
Dumped by others (furniture) 5 
Dumped by others (general waste) 0 
Dumped by others (household garbage) 0 
Dumped by others (metal) 0 
Dumped by others (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by others (tires) 3 
Dumped by others (trees) 0 
Dumped by self (appliances) 0 
Dumped by self (auto bodies & parts) 2 
Dumped by self (construction debris) 1 
Dumped by self (electronics) 0 
Dumped by self (furniture) 0 
Dumped by self (general waste) 5 
Dumped by self (household garbage) 4 
Dumped by self (metal) 0 
Dumped by self (mobile home) 1 
Dumped by self (tires) 1 
Dumped by self (trees) 0 
OTHER QTY 
Agency Assist 1 
Camera Installation 0 
Extra Patrol 8 
Littering 1 
Sign installation 1 
Closed - Unfounded 0 

ACTIONS TAKEN THIS MONTH QTY 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS ISSUED 0 
WARNINGS ISSUED 0 
CITATIONS ISSUED  
WARRANTS ISSUED 0 
COURT APPEARANCES 0 
CASE STATUS QTY 
CASES OPENED THIS MONTH 34 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES OPENED YTD 203 

What does an Environmental Officer Investigate?  
  
Environmental Officers are limited to enforcement 
of solid waste violations in unincorporated areas of 
Benton County.  We DO NOT investigate septic 
issues, structure fires, agricultural waste, dead 
animals, or the Illegal disposal of hazardous 
material.   
 
Our division responds to violations of solid waste 
regulations that may include the construction or 
operation of a solid waste disposal facility or 
disposal site, dumping of solid waste upon property 
owned by another person, dumping of solid waste 
on the side of public roads or public property, solid 
waste on one’s own property that can potentially 
create a public nuisance or health hazard, dumping 
of solid waste into a waterway, burning of solid 
waste, and burying of solid waste. 
 

 
 


