
  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION REPORT 
AUGUST 2022 

Celebrating 30 Years of Education-Eradication-Enforcement 
 

I wonder how the makers of Red Bull, Keystone, Dr. Pepper and Budweiser feel that their products (pictured below) are 
littered?  Benton County Environmental has had active Adopt-A-Road groups dating back to 2005.  These groups have 
volunteered their time to pick up the trash that others throw out of their car window.  Next time you meet someone from 
the Ventris Neighborhood Association, South Sun Estates POA, Friends of Punkin Hollow or the Cyclists of NWA be sure to 
say “thank you.”  You can help make a difference too by volunteering at our next litter cleanup event on October 15 from 
9:00 am until 12:00 noon on Davidson Road outside Siloam Springs.  Email your name and t-shirt size to 
Litter@BentonCountyAR.gov to sign up.  Come and help make NWA beautiful!  - Teresa Sidwell, Environmental Director 
 

    
 
 
First Friday on the Bentonville Square – It was a hot day in August at the “Back to School” First Friday event on the 
Bentonville Square but we made a lot of new contacts and educated our citizens on the Special Waste Drop Off program.    

   
 
Staff Learning & Development –To effectively serve the public,  Environmental Officers continue to learn and develop 
their skills.  All staff practiced at the gun range and attended staff law review.  Ofc. Spry spent time training with the 
division’s drone.   Ofc. Gunter and Spry attended physical fitness training. 



  

 

Rain Garden – This year has been a pleasure maintaining the garden with Master Naturalist Miranda Kohout.  Despite 
drought conditions, some of the native plants you can see in our garden during August are pictured below. 

    
         

    
 

Environmental Drone Program - Drones are a neccessary tool for surveilling large parcels of land and improves officer 
situational awareness with a much larger field of view. Sr. Ofc. Filbeck understood the importance of drones and the 
benefits of officer safety two years ago when he started the Environmental Drone Program.  He has flown 101 miles on 
165 missions for a total of 13.8 hours in the air.  8 drone flights were conducted by our officers in August.  Sr. Ofc. Filbeck 
is in the process of training other staff in drone operations and has created a CLEST-approved drone course so that he can 
teach other agencies about the imporance of this tool.  

    



  

 

The Special Waste Drop-off is provided by Benton County, some Cities and the Benton County Solid Waste District for 
recycling and disposal of large household items and household hazardous waste.  Limited household items are accepted 
for free or for low cost.  

 
 

 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW… There are three Special Waste Drop Off sites in Benton County?  The program got its start in 2016 when 
the county was looking for an alternative to the 4 hour County-Wide Cleanup event held in the spring and the fall.  Citizens 
were forced to wait in long lines to dispose of their special waste back then but now this service is available year around 
without the long lines!  Learn more about this program at  https://www.bentoncountyrecycles.org/ . 
 

 

 2022 COUNTY EXPENSES FOR WASTE DISPOSAL LINE ITEM 3063
2022 
County 
Expenses

Bulky Waste 
Bentonville

Bulky Waste 
Rogers

Bulky Waste 
Siloam Springs

Household 
Hazardous 
Waste*

Advertising
In-house 
recycling

Roadside 
Cleanups

Nuisance Cases
Operations 
Costs

TOTALS

BUDGET $88,650.00 $56,050.00 $5,000.00 $30,000.00 $6,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,900.00 $11,091.00 $56,309.00 256,000.00$ 
ACTUAL -$                

JANUARY 3,721.01$   3,010.81$   106.94$     -$            4,550.00$ -$          -$         -$             -$             11,388.76$    

FEBRUARY 2,809.89$   3,322.77$   474.52$     -$            -$           -$          -$         -$             -$             6,607.18$      

MARCH 5,321.67$   4,064.11$   474.52$     -$            -$           -$          -$         -$             -$             9,860.30$      

APRIL 4,368.37$   4,872.75$   106.94$     -$            -$           -$          49.22$     -$             -$             9,397.28$      

MAY 5,278.44$   4,786.55$   474.52$     -$            -$           -$          163.90$   -$             -$             10,703.41$    

JUNE 4,932.92$   4,357.59$   106.94$     -$            421.58$     -$          6.92$       -$             -$             9,825.95$      

JULY 4,971.35$   3,919.03$   106.94$     -$            -$           -$          65.96$     $0.00 $27,208.51 36,271.79$    

AUGUST 2,590.52$   1,337.85$   106.94$     -$            -$           -$          25.37$     -$             -$             4,060.68$      

SPENT Y-T-D 33,994.17$ 29,671.46$ 1,958.26$  -$            4,971.58$ -$          311.37$   -$             27,208.51$ 98,115.35$    

*BCSWD will use up to $30,000 of their budget for HHW before billing the County.   

HAULS TONS WASTE COST COMPACTION HAULS TONS WASTE COST COMPACTION HAULS TONS COST TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE ROGERS ROGERS ROGERS ROGERS SILOAM SILOAM SILOAM HAULS TONS COST

JAN 5 20.52         $2,471.01 $1,250.00 4 12.37   $1,760.81 $1,250.00 0 -    $106.94 9 32.89     $6,838.76
FEB 3 13.76         $1,559.89 $1,250.00 5 13.06   $1,559.89 $1,250.00 1 2.29  $474.52 9 29.11     $6,094.30
MAR 9 29.89         $4,071.67 $1,250.00 7 16.64   $2,814.11 $1,250.00 1 2.48  $474.52 17 49.01     $9,860.30
APR 7 22.34         $3,118.37 $1,250.00 9 21.48   $3,622.75 $1,250.00 0 -    $106.94 16 43.82     $9,348.06
MAY 9 29.08         $4,028.44 $1,250.00 8 25.02   $3,536.55 $1,250.00 1 1.36  $474.52 18 55.46     $10,539.51
JUN 8 28.10         $4,185.42 $747.50 8 20.21   $3,610.09 $747.50 0 -    $106.94 16 48.31     $9,397.45
JUL 10 29.05         $4,028.85 $942.50 8 19.07   2976.53 $942.50 0 -    $106.94 18 48.12     $8,997.32
AUG 7 16.45         $2,590.52 $812.50 3 10.90   $1,337.85 $812.50 0 -    $106.94 10 27.35     $5,660.31
YTD 58 189.19       $26,054.17 $8,752.50 52 138.75 $21,218.58 $8,752.50 3 6.13  $1,958.26 113 334.07  $66,736.01

2022 Special Waste Drop-off Bulky Waste Disposal



  

 

ENFORCEMENT – Reports of illegal waste disposal rose to 39 new reports in August.   Currently, we have 22 cases in the 
court system.  We strive to educate violators on proper waste disposal and give them time to correct the problem.   The 
following are cases that were remediated in August. 
    
Determining the lack of evidence is just as important as finding evidence after a report of violations has been made against 
someone.  The following case was outside the city limits of Siloam Springs. In this particular case a citizen reported that 
he “felt” the property owner was hauling illegal materials in by dump trucks. A twenty-five minute flight over the property 
covering 5.89 miles was flown by Sr. Ofc. Filbeck to evaluate the report.  During the flight, an observation of dump trucks 
hauling red dirt and rocks was seen. The allegation was not substantiated.  In fact, clean fill dirt had been used to fill in a 
ravine and make a larger area for the property owner to use.  
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
    
 
 
The next case was outside the city limits of Gravette. There was a report that the property owner was burning and dumping 
sewage from camper on the ground.   When Sr. Ofc. Filbeck made contact, the Benton County Health Department had 
already been there and cleared the sewerage complaint.   Environmental Officer Filbeck found burned debris and  granted 
the offender time to properly dispose of the solid waste.  On the first follow up inspection, all of the debris had been 
cleaned up and taken to the Siloam Springs Transfer Station.  
 
BEFORE:       AFTER: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



  

 

The following case was outside the city limits of Maysville.  Someone from Texas used this location to abandoned 
household garbage, furniture, bagged trash, metal and loose waste that he had brought from Jay, Oklahoma.  A local fire 
chief witnessed the illegal dumping and was able to get a Texas license plate. During the investigation the truck owner 
was identified and located via Facebook.  Contact was made and the suspect confessed to at least a portion of the illegal 
activity. The suspect was given a short deadline to return from Texas and clean up the site or a warrant would be issued. 
At the final inspection the site was clean except about ½ of a garbage bag of loose waste which was picked up by Sr. Ofc. 
Filbeck and taken for proper disposal.   A warrant was not issued and the case was closed. 

 
BEFORE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AFTER: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extra Patrols – Environmental Officers have conducted 9 extra patrols in Benton County during August.  We have 
conducted 33 extra patrols this year in areas with high environmental crime incidents in order to prevent and deter illegal 
dumping of waste along county roads.  In addition, our staff has installed an Adopt-a-Road sign and a No Dumping sign 
with a secondary camera.  Additional cameras were installed on Walkenbach Road in the Avoca area. 



  

 

 
The next case involved a commercial plumber who had legally utilized a customer’s dumpster to dump trash.  However, 
another contractor hauled the trash off and dumped it on private property.  Officer Gunter located the commercial 
plumber after discovering a magazine with an address on it.  Officer Gunter told the plumber about the illegal dump.  The 
plumber cleaned up the dump site and apologized to the landowner. 

BEFORE:     AFTER: 

    
 
Officer Gunter conducted another investigation in the Garfield area involving an illegal dump.  Someone had dumped 
several bags of trash near a culvert on private property.  The suspects didn’t leave any identifying evidence behind.  
Officer Gunter cleaned the area and returned it back to its original state.

   
  

  



  

 

The following case was outside the city limits of Rogers.  Ofc. Spry had been working on this case for over 6 months with 
very little progress and had difficulty making contact with the property owner.  After finally being able to meet up with 
the property owner Ofc.  Spry walked the property with the violator to identify violations and create a plan to bring the 
property into compliance.  She wrote a citation with an extended court date in an effort to encourage the violator to bring 
her property into compliance.  The property owner and her son worked diligently over a 3-month period to clean up their 
property and avoid receiving a citation.  

BEFORE: 

   
 
AFTER: 

   
 

 

  



  

 

The next case was outside the city limits of Bentonville.  Ofc. Spry had received a case previously on this property owner 
for their over flowing dumpster. The dumpster is used to collect trash from his business. The property owner has 
employees who haul waste to the dumpster for him and he was unaware of what was being left on the ground. He had 
his employees come and clean up the area within a few days and we came up with a plan to avoid another case on the 
property but still be able to utilize the dumpster for his business.  
BEFORE:          AFTER: 

     
 
 
ERADICATION – Early in August, Sr. Officer Filbeck and Officer Gunter borrowed the Road Department truck, trailer, and 
excavator to clean up 4 pieces of furniture dumped at the intersection of Canal Street and Stoney Point Road.  We wanted 
to test an alternative method to cleaning up roadside dumps due to the high cost of repairs to the grappling truck, high 
fuel costs, and the new state law requiring expensive training and licensing of CDL drivers.   After running the test, we feel 
that a smaller truck, trailer and excavator will be cheaper to maintain and allow all staff to operate the equipment.  Later 
in the month Officers Filbeck and Gunter took the grappling truck out and remediated one site outside the city limits of 
Rogers by removing a couch and recliner dumped on the side of the road. 
 

   



  

 

7th Annual Costumes, Candy & Cops Carnival – The Sheriff’s Office 
carnival is open to the public on October 28!  The Environmental 
Division is looking forward to hosting a booth at this indoor and 
in-person event!  We are in need of candy and decorations for our 
booth.  If you can help contact Teresa at 479-271-1083. 

  

Litter on our County Roads – We use our 
Instagram account @NWA_Environmental to 
focus on litter prevention.  Groups that adopt 
portions of county roads or areas will get free 
trash bags, gloves, safety vests, litter grabbers, 
and safety signs for every litter cleanup.  Groups 
are recognized for their community service with 
road signs and we ask for litter clean up twice a 
year in return.  When the cleanup is complete, we 
will pick up the bagged litter.   If your business is 
interested in sponsoring a group to pick up litter 
on a county road contact Teresa at 479-271-1083. 
 

 

Our newest YouTube video about defensive driving has been 
posted.  Sr. Environmental Officer Tim Filbeck is our state certified 
Field Training Officer on staff.  He saves a lot of taxpayer dollars by 
training our staff in-house.  “Low speed maneuvering is very 
important to our job.  Contrary to popular belief, a lot of our work 
is done at low speeds and around people.  The taxpayers expect us 
to be proficient drivers” says Environmental Ofc. Cal Gunter.  Please 
share our videos with your friends and family and ask them to LIKE 
THE VIDEO, SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PAGE AND SHARE. 
 
BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY, ENVIRONMENTAL DIV. is on 

 
 

 



  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENSES and actions initiated in August. 

 

 

OFFENSE TYPE QTY 
Burn (appliances) 0 
Burn (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Burn (construction debris) 3 
Burn (electronics) 0 
Burn (furniture) 0 
Burn (general waste) 1 
Burn (household garbage) 5 
Burn (mobile home) 0 
Burn (tires) 0 
Burn (trees) 0 
Bury (construction debris) 0 
Bury (electronics) 0 
Bury (furniture) 0 
Bury (general waste) 0 
Bury (household garbage) 0 
Bury (mobile home) 0 
Bury (tires) 0 
Dumped by others (appliances) 0 
Dumped by others (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by others (construction debris) 1 
Dumped by others (electronics) 1 
Dumped by others (furniture) 4 
Dumped by others (general waste) 3 
Dumped by others (household garbage) 2 
Dumped by others (metal) 0 
Dumped by others (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by others (tires) 1 
Dumped by others (trees) 0 
Dumped by self (appliances) 1 
Dumped by self (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by self (construction debris) 2 
Dumped by self (electronics) 0 
Dumped by self (furniture) 0 
Dumped by self (general waste) 1 
Dumped by self (household garbage) 4 
Dumped by self (metal) 0 
Dumped by self (mobile home) 1 
Dumped by self (tires) 0 
Dumped by self (trees) 0 
OTHER QTY 
Agency Assist 1 
Camera Installation 3 
Extra Patrol 9 
Littering 1 
Sign installation 2 
Drone Flights 8 

ACTIONS TAKEN THIS MONTH QTY 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS ISSUED 0 
WARNINGS ISSUED 0 
CITATIONS ISSUED 1 
WARRANTS ISSUED 0 
COURT APPEARANCES 0 
CASE STATUS QTY 
CASES OPENED THIS MONTH 39 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES OPENED YTD 242 

What does an Environmental Officer Investigate?  
  
Environmental Officers are limited to enforcement 
of solid waste violations in unincorporated areas of 
Benton County.  We DO NOT investigate septic 
issues, structure fires, agricultural waste, dead 
animals, or the Illegal disposal of hazardous 
material.   
 
Our division responds to violations of solid waste 
regulations that may include the construction or 
operation of a solid waste disposal facility or 
disposal site, dumping of solid waste upon property 
owned by another person, dumping of solid waste 
on the side of public roads or public property, solid 
waste on one’s own property that can potentially 
create a public nuisance or health hazard, dumping 
of solid waste into a waterway, burning of solid 
waste, and burying of solid waste. 
 

 
 


