
  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION REPORT 
APRIL 2022 

Celebrating 30 Years of Education-Eradication-Enforcement 
 
In the 80’s the Adopt-a-Highway program was started by an engineer for the Texas Department of Transportation.  He 
sought the help of local groups because litter cleanup by governmental agencies was expensive for the tax payers.  Benton 
County has 20 miles of 1,400 miles of roads adopted.  Ventris Neighborhood Association and the South Sun Estates POA 
have been active members of this program for many years.  We also have dedicated groups like the Friends of Punkin 
Hollow and the Cyclists of NWA.  Some groups choose to pick up once during an event and have done wonders in making 
our community a better place to live.  Keeping our county roads free from litter doesn’t take too much time or effort but 
it makes a tremendous difference.  Consider adopting a road today, just call me 479-271-1083.  I hope that you enjoy 
reading the following report of our division’s accomplishments in April 2022.  -  Teresa Sidwell, Environmental Director 
   
 

  
 
 

 
  

Environmental Enforcement 
Officer Cal Gunter Sworn In 

We welcome Cal Gunter to the Environmental team.   
He comes to our division with many years of law 
enforcement experience and knowledge as a former 
LEO supervisor, trainer, and seasoned officer.  He is an 
ardent protector of the environment and is well 
respected by other agencies in Benton County.  Cal grew 
up on the west side of the county and has a great 
demeanor with the people of our county and has an 
eagerness to serve.  He will cover the Rogers and Lowell 
area of the county. 



  

 

 
 
 

Inmate Crews Help Us Keep Benton County Beautiful – Environmental Officers directed traffic while inmates cleaned up 
litter from the sides of McNelly Road outside Bentonville.  They also removed 1,180 pounds of waste from a hillside that 
runs along a short road between Robison Hollow Road and Shinn Springs Road east of Siloam Springs.  
  
Robison Hollow before      Robison Hollow after 

   
 
 
Conference on Illegal Dumping - The 2nd online conference on Illegal Dumping convened by Alameda County Supervisor 
Nate Miley and the Statewide Illegal Dumping Taskforce took place for three days in April.   Best practices for addressing 
illegal dumping (education, eradication and enforcement) were discussed.  Nate Miley was elected to the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors in 2000 and is currently serving his sixth term. He represents District 4, which includes portions of 
Oakland.   He continues to empower communities, protect open space, and create more livable and safe neighborhoods 
for his highly diverse constituent base.  Alameda County Sheriff Greg Ahern spoke about the importance of educating 
residents and businesses about disposal programs. A panel of speakers discussed the costs associated with illegal dumping 
and Commissioner MaryJo McGuire (National Association of Counties) spoke on the importance of enforcement. 

Volunteers Clean Up Litter in April - The Ventris 
Neighborhood Association picked up 12 bags of 
litter in April and have been keeping Ventris Road 
in Garfield free from litter for 17 years!  UL inc. 
employees in Bentonville picked up litter around 
their building and surrounding campus as part of 
a national UL initiative for Earth Day and the 
Instagram group @GetOutsideNWA collected 15 
large bags of litter and 250 lbs. of debris from the 
waterway at the Twin Creek Disc Golf course in 
Rogers.  With the help of Keep Arkansas Beautiful, 
we supplied these groups with litter grabbers, 
safety signs, trash bags, gloves, safety vests, and 
retrieval of bagged trash after the cleanup.  We 
also recognize groups that “adopt-a-road” with 
signs at each end of the road when adopted.   



  

 

 
Illinois River Cleanup – The Environmental Division and the Road Department assisted with the Illinois River Watershed 
Partnership litter cleanup in April.  We removed and properly disposed of 0.65 tons of bagged litter and 12 tires (including 
a huge tractor tire) that was collected along the shores of the river by 31 volunteers in Benton County.  
 

    
 
The Special Waste Drop-off is provided by Benton County, some Cities and the Benton County Solid Waste District for 
recycling and disposal of large household items and household hazardous waste.  Limited household items are accepted 
for free or for low cost.  
 

 

 
 
DID YOU KNOW… The Solid Waste District operates the Used Tire Collection program for Benton County.    Law adopted 
by the State Legislature as Act 317 of 2017 created numerous changes to the State law regarding management and fees 
of used tires.  The primary goal of the new tire program is to recycle or put to beneficial use as many used tires as possible.  
Learn more about tire recycling in Benton County online at BentonCountyRecycles.org/tire-district.  
 

2022 COUNTY EXPENSES FOR WASTE DISPOSAL LINE ITEM 3063
2022 
County 
Expenses

Bulky Waste 
Bentonville

Bulky Waste 
Rogers

Bulky Waste 
Siloam Springs

Household 
Hazardous 
Waste*

Advertising
In-house 
recycling

Roadside 
Cleanups

Nuisance Cases
Operations 
Costs

TOTALS

BUDGET $88,650.00 $56,050.00 $5,000.00 $30,000.00 $6,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,900.00 $11,091.00 $56,309.00 256,000.00$ 
ACTUAL -$                

JANUARY 3,721.01$   3,010.81$   106.94$     -$            4,550.00$ -$          -$         -$             -$             11,388.76$    

FEBRUARY 2,809.89$   3,322.77$   474.52$     - -$           -$          -$         -$             -$             6,607.18$      

MARCH 5,321.67$   4,064.11$   474.52$     - -$           -$          -$         -$             -$             9,860.30$      

APRIL 4,368.37$   4,872.75$   106.94$     -$            -$           -$          49.22$     -$             -$             9,397.28$      

SPENT Y-T-D 16,220.94$ 15,270.44$ 1,162.92$  -$            4,550.00$ -$          49.22$     -$             -$             37,253.52$    

*BCSWD will use up to $30,000 of their budget for HHW before billing the County.   

HAULS TONS WASTE COST COMPACTION HAULS TONS WASTE COST COMPACTION HAULS TONS COST TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE ROGERS ROGERS ROGERS ROGERS SILOAM SILOAM SILOAM HAULS TONS COST

JAN 5 20.52            $2,471.01 $1,250.00 4 12.37   $1,760.81 $1,250.00 0 -    $106.94 9 32.89     $6,838.76
FEB 3 13.76            $1,559.89 $1,250.00 5 13.06   $1,559.89 $1,250.00 1 2.29  $474.52 9 29.11     $6,094.30
MAR 9 29.89            $4,071.67 $1,250.00 7 16.64   $2,814.11 $1,250.00 1 2.48  $474.52 17 49.01     $9,860.30
APR 7 22.34            $3,118.37 $1,250.00 9 21.48   $3,622.75 $1,250.00 0 -    $106.94 16 43.82     $9,348.06
YTD 24.00            86.51            11,220.94$ 5,000.00$  25.00    63.55   9,757.56$   5,000.00$ 2.00  4.77  1,162.92$  51.00 154.83   32,141.42  

2022 Special Waste Drop-off Bulky Waste Disposal



  

 

 
ENFORCEMENT - In April we received 36 new reports of illegal waste disposal.   Currently, we have 23 cases in the court 
system.  We strive to educate violators on proper waste disposal and give them time to correct the problem.   A report 
was made that renters had trash all over a property located north of Siloam Springs.  A standard packet was left but no 
one was ever heard from.  On a follow up inspection all the solid waste was found to be moved to the backyard.   The 
officer sent a letter to the residence explaining that solid waste had to go to the landfill or transfer station.  On the final 
inspection, all of the solid waste was gone and the yard was violation free.  

BEFORE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AFTER: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
West of Gravette, a property owner had set four tires in their front yard with the intention of planting trees inside them.  
Over the next few months someone illegally dumped an additional 21 tires onto their property.   Environmental officers 
went to the location on the side of the road, collected the tires and properly disposed of them. 
BEFORE:          AFTER: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  



  

 

The following case on Mulberry Lane in the Monte Ne area had been open for over a year. After contacting the parents 
of the resident, our officer was able to work with them to get the property cleaned up.  

Before: 

  
After:   

    
 
On the same road another property owner had tires brought in by someone residing on her property.  She was given 
information on proper disposal and one month to dispose of the tires.  She properly disposed of the tires quickly and 
brought the property into compliance.  
 
Before:          After: 

   

  



  

 

   

 
Staff Learning & Development – Environmental law enforcement officers must be prepared for anything and capable of 
making sound decisions.  To effectively serve the public, our officers continue to learn and develop their skills.  All staff 
earned firearms training at the range.  ENV1 obtained 12 hours training at the Illegal Dumps Conference, ENV2 earned 1 
hour drone training, ENV3 and ENV4 earned 3 hours CPR training.  ENV4 successfully completed 120 hours of field 
training during the month of April and has been released for independent duty.  

 

ERADICATION - During April our CDL licensed Sr. Environmental Officer Tim Filbeck broke three toes so has been on light-
duty.  The Benton County Road Department has graciously assisted us with the remediation of 8 sites outside the city 
limits of Rogers, Lowell, and Siloam Springs.  They removed 8 mattresses, a large television, pallets, boxes, a ceiling fan, 2 
couches and tires.    The Environmental Officers removed 21 tires dumped on the side of the road outside Gravette. 

And the Winner Is…Sabrina Yeasky of El Dorado, Arkansas! During 
April, we hosted a virtual litter cleanup.  Citizens were encouraged 
to pick up litter, post a photo, and tag us @NWA_Environmental for 
a chance to win a night’s stay at the Crescent Hotel and breakfast 
for two at the Crystal Dining Room in Eureka Springs!!!   
 

Giveaway generously donated by the Crescent Hotel & Spa 

 

 

Another video entitled “Earth 
Day 2022” has been released 
on our YouTube channel.  
Melody Kwok, Communications 
Director for Benton County did 
a great job creating this for us!   

 

County Teaching Garden - Spring has sprung 
at the rain garden located at the Benton 
County Road Department on 14th Street in 
Bentonville.  The NWA Master Naturalists 
have adopted the garden, begun work and 
added plants in April. 



  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENSES and actions initiated in April. 

 

 

OFFENSE TYPE QTY 
Burn (appliances) 0 
Burn (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Burn (construction debris) 0 
Burn (electronics) 0 
Burn (furniture) 0 
Burn (general waste) 4 
Burn (household garbage) 0 
Burn (mobile home) 0 
Burn (tires) 0 
Burn (trees) 1 
Bury (construction debris) 0 
Bury (electronics) 0 
Bury (furniture) 0 
Bury (general waste) 0 
Bury (household garbage) 0 
Bury (mobile home) 0 
Bury (trees) 0 
Dumped by others (appliances) 0 
Dumped by others (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by others (construction debris) 1 
Dumped by others (electronics) 0 
Dumped by others (furniture) 6 
Dumped by others (general waste) 0 
Dumped by others (household garbage) 3 
Dumped by others (metal) 1 
Dumped by others (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by others (tires) 2 
Dumped by others (trees) 0 
Dumped by self (appliances) 4 
Dumped by self (auto bodies & parts) 3 
Dumped by self (construction debris) 1 
Dumped by self (electronics) 1 
Dumped by self (furniture) 2 
Dumped by self (general waste) 4 
Dumped by self (household garbage) 6 
Dumped by self (metal) 0 
Dumped by self (mobile home) 1 
Dumped by self (tires) 4 
Dumped by self (trees) 0 
OTHER QTY 
Background Check 0 
Camera Installation 2 
Extra Patrol 2 
Littering 0 
Sign installation 2 
Closed - Unfounded 3 

ACTIONS TAKEN THIS MONTH QTY 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS ISSUED 0 
WARNINGS ISSUED 0 
CITATIONS ISSUED 1 
WARRANTS ISSUED 0 
COURT APPEARANCES 0 
CASE STATUS QTY 
CASES OPENED THIS MONTH 36 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES OPENED YTD 121 

What does an Environmental Officer Investigate?  
  
Environmental Officers are limited to enforcement 
of solid waste violations in unincorporated areas of 
Benton County.  We DO NOT investigate septic 
issues, structure fires, agricultural waste, dead 
animals, or the Illegal disposal of hazardous 
material.   
 
Our division responds to violations of solid waste 
regulations that may include the construction or 
operation of a solid waste disposal facility or 
disposal site, dumping of solid waste upon property 
owned by another person, dumping of solid waste 
on the side of public roads or public property, solid 
waste on one’s own property that can potentially 
create a public nuisance or health hazard, dumping 
of solid waste into a waterway, burning of solid 
waste, and burying of solid waste. 
 

 
 


