
  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION REPORT 
MAY 2022 

Celebrating 30 Years of Education-Eradication-Enforcement 
 
I have enjoyed nearly 14 years with the County but never more than when I get to go out in the grappling truck to remove 
waste dumped on the roadsides.  I get the chance to enjoy being out in this beautiful county where I was born and raised.  
This month I have included some photos of the natural beauty that is Benton County and the un-natural trash that litters 
our roads.  Litter degrades causing chemicals and microparticles to be released.  Poisons can make their way into soil and 
water impacting humans, animals and plants.  When waste is burned it emits toxic fumes that pollute our air.  Please read 
this report of our division’s accomplishments in May 2022.  -  Teresa Sidwell, Environmental Director 
 

Just feet away from these lovely flowers was a dump site of tires.  NWA is beautiful, help us keep it that way!   

    
  
 
 

 

 

EDUCATION - Did you know 
that during rainstorms, dog 
waste can wash off of your lawn 
and into waterways causing 
potential fecal coliform bacteria 
contamination?    We attended 
Petapalooza at the First Friday 
on the Bentonville Square and 
shared information with the 
public about environmental 
protection while passing out 
dog biscuits to our furry friends! 



  

 

Greener Earth Field Trip - The Botanical Gardens of the Ozarks in Fayetteville hosted 600 students at their garden this 
year and we were fortunate enough to participate.  We shared with students in grades K - 3 about the importance of not 
littering.   Students also got the chance to be photographed as their favorite super hero Eco Woman and Captain Recycle.   
 

   
 
Litter on our County Roads – We focus on litter prevention on our Instagram account @NWA_environmental.  All of the 
litter that I post about is real.   Keep America Beautiful says that there is an estimated 152 pieces of litter for every U.S. 
resident!  Together we can make our community safe for people and our critters too.  Groups that adopt portions of 
county roads or areas will get free trash bags, gloves, safety vests, litter grabbers, and safety signs for every litter cleanup.  
Groups are recognized for their community service with road signs and all we ask in return is litter clean up twice a year.  
When your cleanup is complete, we will pick up the bagged litter.  Pictured below are a Burger King cup, Coca Cola can, 
plastic bags, lumber, and a Monster can all dumped on the same road outside the city of Siloam Springs. 
 

   

 

Did you know that we have a YouTube Channel? 
BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY, ENVIRONMENTAL DIV. 

 



  

 

The Special Waste Drop-off is provided by Benton County, some Cities and the Benton County Solid Waste District for 
recycling and disposal of large household items and household hazardous waste.  Limited household items are accepted 
for free or for low cost.  
  

 
 

 
 

69-40 yard dumpsters of waste (illustrated below) were filled at the Special Waste Drop-off sites and hauled to the landfill so far this year. 

 
 
DID YOU KNOW… The costs associated with handling, transporting, dismantling and the treatment of hazardous materials 
makes electronics expensive to dispose of properly. Proper disposal is important to the community and we are committed 
to continuing electronics recycling.  Recycling electronics saves space in landfills and prevents pollution.  Products made 
from recycled electronics reduces costs, uses less water and less energy.   Household electronics including t.v.’s, 
computers, microwaves and other electronic devices are accepted at the Special Waste Drop-off for $5 each.  Items must 
contain a circuit board and a power cord.  Mouse, keyboard, speakers, and cables are accepted for free.   

HAULS TONS WASTE COST COMPACTION HAULS TONS WASTE COST COMPACTION HAULS TONS COST TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE BENTONVILLE ROGERS ROGERS ROGERS ROGERS SILOAM SILOAM SILOAM HAULS TONS COST

JAN 5 20.52            $2,471.01 $1,250.00 4 12.37   $1,760.81 $1,250.00 0 -    $106.94 9 32.89     $6,838.76
FEB 3 13.76            $1,559.89 $1,250.00 5 13.06   $1,559.89 $1,250.00 1 2.29  $474.52 9 29.11     $6,094.30
MAR 9 29.89            $4,071.67 $1,250.00 7 16.64   $2,814.11 $1,250.00 1 2.48  $474.52 17 49.01     $9,860.30
APR 7 22.34            $3,118.37 $1,250.00 9 21.48   $3,622.75 $1,250.00 0 -    $106.94 16 43.82     $9,348.06
MAY 9 29.08            $4,028.44 $1,250.00 8 25.02   $3,536.55 $1,250.00 1 1.36  $474.52 18 55.46     $10,539.51
YTD 33.00            115.59          15,249.38$ 6,250.00$  33.00    88.57   13,294.11$ 6,250.00$ 3.00  6.13  1,637.44$  69.00 210.29   42,680.93  

2022 Special Waste Drop-off Bulky Waste Disposal

5702 Brookside, Bentonville # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW TIRES
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

January 535 41 49 166 782 404 86 98 116
February 413 47 26 113 465 344 60 74 211
March 784 87 53 211 1156 605 98 163 196
April 854 83 56 272 1421 705 97 161 339
May 716 62 65 202 1071 559 81 116
2022 YTD 3302 320 249 964 4895 2617 422 612 862

2307 N Arkansas St., Rogers # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW TIRES
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

January 374 30 29 123 310 246 81 81 127
February 264 19 16 54 238 175 52 58 88
March 493 30 35 150 408 351 67 105 289
April 518 32 36 168 532 379 67 115 230
May 574 47 37 163 587 432 102 109
2022 YTD 2223 158 153 658 2075 1583 369 468 734

1108 E Ashley St., Siloam Springs # OF LOADS APPLIANCES APPLIANCES ELECTRONICS METAL FURNITURE/ HHW TIRES
NON-REFRIG REFRIG OVERSIZED MATTRESSES

January 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
February 39 5 3 22 39 12 3 11 138
March 48 6 8 30 28 9 3 19 78
April 47 6 1 39 8 5 1 21 145
May 48 0 5 28 29 14 3 23
2022 YTD 182 17 17 119 104 40 10 74 361
ALL SITES COMBINED YTD 5707 495 419 1741 7074 4240 791 1154 1957
NOTE:  # of appliances, electronics, furniture, metal, playground equipment, and tires  are based on number of items collected.  HHW is based on the # of visits, not the # of items brought per visit.  

Benton County 
2022 Special Waste Drop-Off Collections



  

 

ENFORCEMENT - In May we received 22 new reports of illegal waste disposal.   Currently, we have 23 cases in the court 
system.  We strive to educate violators on proper waste disposal and give them time to correct the problem.    

The case featured below was on the east side of Lowell.  The property owner’s daughter had been dumping and burning 
trash on this property for almost 3 years until it was discovered by her parents.  The daughter was evicted and the property 
was cleaned up in 11 days.  They removed over 15,000 pounds of trash! 

BEFORE 

   
  

AFTER 

   
 

Staff Learning & Development – Environmental law enforcement officers must be prepared for anything and capable of 
making sound decisions.  To effectively serve the public, our officers continue to learn and develop their skills.  All staff 
earned firearms training, Environmental Law Review, and Cyber Security training in May.  ENV1 earned 17 hours of online 
training for Racial Profiling, Missing & Unidentified Persons, De-Escalation, Meth Awareness, and Agency Critical Task from 
the Arkansas Commission on Law Enforcement Standards & Training and the University of Arkansas Criminal Justice 
Institute.  ENV2 was recertified as our agency Glock Armorer and received 4 hours of drone flight practice.  Additionally, 
ENV3 and ENV4 earned physical fitness training hours.    



  

 

The following case was also east of Lowell.  The tenant had been going through a divorce and was working out of town.  
After our officer contacted him, he hauled off 1,100 pounds of garbage and recycled over 500 pounds of metal. 

BEFORE       AFTER 

                   
 

BEFORE      AFTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

This roadside dump located outside 
the city limits of Bentonville, near the 
border of Bella Vista was cleaned up 
by Environmental Officers and an 
inmate crew earlier this year 
(pictured left). Evidence was found in 
the debris and the offender was 
issued a citation.   

In May, the offender pled guilty in 
court and was ordered to pay a total 
of $145.00 in fines.   

In May, a warrant was issued for the former 
tenants of a property on Mains Road outside 
the city limits of Lowell (pictured right) who 
abandoned a large amount of waste.  Over a 
nine-month period, Environmental Officers 
gave the tenants every opportunity to 
remediate the property.  A citation was issued 
in November 2020, the defendant pled guilty 
and was sentenced to pay a fine of $320.  
Unfortunately, cleaning up the property was 
not a condition of his sentence.  In April 2022, 
we received another report from a neighbor 
that the tenants had moved away and left 
behind an enormous amount of waste. 



  

 

The following case took place on Summer Shade Road outside the city limits of Rogers. The case was open for nearly a 
year due to the death of the property owner and trespassing issue between the trust members and another party. The 
members of the trust decided to sell the property and worked diligently for months to clean and haul off the items on 
the interior and exterior of the home. 

 
BEFORE 

       
 

 
  

                       AFTER

 
 



  

 

The next case took place outside Bella Vista city limits on Skyline Drive. The property owner had tires, appliances, cars, 
and household items all over the property. After numerous attempts to make contact with the property owner including 
letter correspondence, the property owner finally had his property cleaned up and back into compliance. 

BEFORE 

                    
 
AFTER 

  

  



  

 

ERADICATION – Sr. Officer Filbeck and Director Sidwell took the grappling truck out and drove 158 miles to remediate 10 
sites outside the city limits of Lowell, Rogers, Centerton and Siloam Springs.  We removed bagged household trash, 
carpeting, 4 couches, a door, 9 mattresses, burned clothing, a futon couch, 40 passenger-sized tires, 2 semi-sized tires, 
windows, barbeque grill and other miscellaneous waste dumped on the side of county roads.  2.58 tons of waste was 
taken to the Siloam Springs transfer station for disposal and all of the tires were taken to the Benton County Solid Waste 
District for recycling. 

We have removed waste from 38 illegal dump sites along county roads this year.  Illegal dump sites present hazards to 
our community including water pollution, flooding, fires, and diseases from mosquitos and rodents.  The community is 
also affected economically due to the cost of remediation, reduction of tourism and reduced property values. 

                  Angell Lane, Rogers   Cloverdale Road, Rogers      Shinn Springs Road, Siloam Springs 

       
 

East Hwy. 94, Rogers      Twin Pines Road, Lowell   East Necessary Road, Rogers 

     



  

 

County Teaching Garden-The County rain garden is located at the Benton County Road Department on 14th Street in 
Bentonville.  The NWA Master Naturalists have adopted the garden and are keeping it weeded and watered.  Some of the 
Arkansas native plants you can see in our garden now are pictured below.   Milkweed (far left) the only plant Monarch 
butterflies lay eggs on, Pitcher’s Stitchwort (center) a shade-loving plant that blooms April – July in the Ozark Mountains, 
and  Fivespot (far right) a delicate flower that reseeds readily if given plenty of afternoon shade. 

  

 

             

         

Endangered Species Day in May – Arkansas is home to 38 
threatened or endangered plants or animals.  Pollutants in 
water runoff affect both animals and people.  Endangered 
species act as a first warning of communities threatened by 
pollution. The largest North American salamander, the Ozark 
Hellbender (pictured right) calls Arkansas home and are found 
only in the streams of the White River.  An estimated 600 remain 
in the wild due to water pollution, habitat loss and the pet trade.  



  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENSES and actions initiated in May. 

 

 

OFFENSE TYPE QTY 
Burn (appliances) 0 
Burn (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Burn (construction debris) 1 
Burn (electronics) 0 
Burn (furniture) 0 
Burn (general waste) 0 
Burn (household garbage) 0 
Burn (mobile home) 0 
Burn (tires) 0 
Burn (trees) 0 
Bury (construction debris) 0 
Bury (electronics) 0 
Bury (furniture) 0 
Bury (general waste) 0 
Bury (household garbage) 0 
Bury (mobile home) 0 
Bury (trees) 0 
Dumped by others (appliances) 0 
Dumped by others (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by others (construction debris) 2 
Dumped by others (electronics) 0 
Dumped by others (furniture) 3 
Dumped by others (general waste) 1 
Dumped by others (household garbage) 0 
Dumped by others (metal) 0 
Dumped by others (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by others (tires) 1 
Dumped by others (trees) 0 
Dumped by self (appliances) 1 
Dumped by self (auto bodies & parts) 0 
Dumped by self (construction debris) 1 
Dumped by self (electronics) 0 
Dumped by self (furniture) 0 
Dumped by self (general waste) 2 
Dumped by self (household garbage) 3 
Dumped by self (metal) 0 
Dumped by self (mobile home) 0 
Dumped by self (tires) 2 
Dumped by self (trees) 0 
OTHER QTY 
Background Check 0 
Camera Installation 3 
Extra Patrol 4 
Littering 0 
Sign installation 0 
Closed - Unfounded 5 

ACTIONS TAKEN THIS MONTH QTY 

NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS ISSUED 1 
WARNINGS ISSUED 0 
CITATIONS ISSUED 1 
WARRANTS ISSUED 1 
COURT APPEARANCES 0 
CASE STATUS QTY 
CASES OPENED THIS MONTH 22 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES OPENED YTD 143 

What does an Environmental Officer Investigate?  
  
Environmental Officers are limited to enforcement 
of solid waste violations in unincorporated areas of 
Benton County.  We DO NOT investigate septic 
issues, structure fires, agricultural waste, dead 
animals, or the Illegal disposal of hazardous 
material.   
 
Our division responds to violations of solid waste 
regulations that may include the construction or 
operation of a solid waste disposal facility or 
disposal site, dumping of solid waste upon property 
owned by another person, dumping of solid waste 
on the side of public roads or public property, solid 
waste on one’s own property that can potentially 
create a public nuisance or health hazard, dumping 
of solid waste into a waterway, burning of solid 
waste, and burying of solid waste. 
 

 
 


