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WAIVER REVIEW  
PLANNER’S PUBLIC HEARING REPORT 

 
 Briggs Septic Waiver (Ch. 4, Sect. 6.8.iii) 

22470 West Mountain Rd, Gravette 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
On December 21, 2016, the applicant provided a waiver request for relief from the Sanitary Sewer System 
requirements.  
 
The waiver request is from: General Requirements of Division and Development of Land – Sanitary Sewer 
System: 

1. Waiver from Chapter 4, Section 4.6, number 8 – Sanitary Sewer System, item iii: only one (1) 
septic system shall be allowed on any one parcel, tract, or dwelling unit.  

 
The applicant is requesting relief from the County Regulation that limits one septic system per division of 
land. The specific request is to allow construction of a second septic system on the 19+/- acre parcel 
for a new dwelling. 
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PROJECT INFORMATION  
 
Owner:   Briggs, Britt and Kelly 

Applicant:   Britt Briggs            

Address of subject  
property:   22470 West Mountain Road, Gravette 
  
Parcel ID:   18-15280-000 

Parcel Size:   19+/- acres  
 
Current Land Use/Status: Agricultural / Residential  
 
Proposed Land Use:   Agricultural / Residential  
 
Request for a Variance:  The applicant is requesting one (1) waiver for the property.  
 

1. Waiver from Chapter 4, Section 4.6, number 8 – Sanitary Sewer 
System, item iii: only one (1) septic system shall be allowed on 
any one parcel, tract or dwelling unit. The specific request is to 
allow construction of a second septic system on the 19+/- acre parcel 
for a new dwelling. 
 

 Attachments:  The following drawings and documents are attached: 
 

1. Applicant Justification Statement 
2. Vicinity Map 
3. Site Aerial 
4. Applicant Site Graphic 
5. Septic Design 
6. ADH Permit 

 
 
PLANNING ANALYSIS 
 
Description of Property and Surrounding Area 
 
The subject property is located northwest of Decatur, along Spavinaw Creek, and approximately 1.1 
miles east of the Arkansas 102 and West Mountain Road intersection.  The current land use is 
residential/agricultural.  Surrounding land uses include:  
 

North – Agricultural  
East – Agricultural / Residential 
South – Agricultural  
West – Agricultural  
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According to Staff research, the property contains a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) – i.e. 
the ‘100-year floodplain’, adjacent to Spavinaw Creek—primarily along the far west and north 
portions of the parcel.  The property is not located within a County designated MS4 area.   
 
 
 
Background information:  
 
On December 21, 2016 the applicant submitted a waiver request. An inter-departmental review form 
was sent on December 27, 2016 to the following: Planning Division, Health Dept., Road Dept., 
Building Dept., Fire Marshal, Administrator of General Services, Administrator of Public Safety, 
GIS Mapping Manger, and Benton County E-911 Administration.  
 
TECHNICAL REVIEW OF SITE PLAN 
 
Parcel Information 
 
The subject area consists of a 19 +/- acre parcel, and includes two (2) chicken houses and a barn as 
well as: 

1) Existing dwelling unit | 22470 W. Mtn. Rd. | ADH #** | Existing System 
2) Proposed dwelling | 22474 W. Mtn. Rd. | ADH # 20692800 | Proposed System 

** Permit number not available for existing, older system, per ADH. 
 
Noticing Requirements 
 
On or before January 4, 2017, the applicant shall submit USPS certified mail receipts showing that 
written notice was sent to surrounding property owners regarding the January 18, 2017 Public 
Hearing.  
 
On or before January 4, 2017, the applicant shall submit the required photographs verifying that the 
required public hearing notice signage along the property’s frontage with West Mountain Road has 
been conspicuously posted on site.  
 
Site Services - Drainage/ Stormwater Management Plan 
 
Required: Applicant is required to comply with ADEQ for Stormwater Management if located within 
the County’s Unincorporated Urbanized MS4 area.   
 
Comment: The property is not located in a designated MS4 area. 
 
Site Services - Sewerage Disposal 
 
Required: Regardless of development size, a state-approved septic disposal method is required of all 
commercial and industrial developments. All disposal system criteria must meet or exceed septic 
requirements as established by the Arkansas Department of Health in accordance with Act 402 of 
1977 as amended.  
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Comment:  The proposed septic system design is permitted by ADH (Permit # 20692800). 
 
 
 
Benton County Emergency 911 Administration 
 
Required: Prior to issuance of any additional building permits for the property, the applicant shall file 
for a new address with Benton County E-911 Administration. 
 
Comment: Benton County E-911 Administration provided the address for the proposed structure as 
22474 West Mountain Road. 
 
Benton County Fire Marshall 
 
Benton County Fire Marshall provided a ‘No Comment’. 
 
OUTSTANDING ITEMS:  
 

1) On January 3, 2017, the applicant submitted USPS certified mail receipts showing that 
written notice was sent to surrounding property owners regarding the January 18th Public 
Hearing.  

 
2) On January 3, 2017, the applicant submitted the required photographs verifying that the 

required public hearing notice signage along the property’s frontage with West Mountain 
Road has been conspicuously posted on site.  
 

CONSIDERATION FOR THE BOARD 
 
Decision on the Briggs Waiver, #16-303.  Approval of the waiver would allow construction of the 
second septic system—resulting in two (2) total septic systems on the property.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Derek Linn, Senior County Planner 
 
Reviewed by: Kevin M. Gambrill, AICP – Director of Planning 

Taylor Reamer - Planning Division Manager   
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