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MINUTES OF THE BENTON COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION

November 16, 2012

Commission members present: John Brown, Jr., Robbyn Tumey, and Russell Anzalone
Others present: Tena O’Brien, Kim Dennison, Sharon Rose, Jim Hall, Barbara McCoy, and Vivian Michaels
Media: Tom Sissom, Benton County Daily Record

Chairman Brown called the meeting to order at 2:00 P.M. and welcomed everyone.

New Business:

A. City of Centerton, Mayor Bill Edwards: Chairman Brown introduced Mayor Bill Edwards of
Centerton. Mayor Edwards stated that he wanted to address the commission on some concerns he
has on voting at the Centerton Fire House. Mayor Edwards stated the Fire House is in a central
location but parking and handicap accessibility has become an issue. Mayor Edwards stated that the
population of Centerton has grown to approximately 10,000 residents and that he would like the
commission to consider purchasing more Ivotronic voting machines and adding additional voting
precincts. Mayor Edwards stated that the City of Centerton has three (3) fire houses which could
possibly be used and that he would help the commission locate new polling sites for the additional
precincts. Chairman Brown stated that he had some suggestions to put before the Commissioners
during the next few months and that he agrees that more precincts needs to be added in the Centerton
area. Chairman Brown stated that the county is having difficulty finding polling places, with many
churches using their facilities for schools and day care centers and some denying use of their
facilities because they object to some of the social issues that appear on the ballot. Chairman Brown
thanked Mayor Edwards for his comments and stated that the commission would look into additional
voting sites for the City of Centerton. Chairman Brown commented that the county can buy only
used Ivotronic machines from ES&S, if that is considered as a solution. He continued by saying that
his preference is to go to paper ballots, with electronic voting machines being kept for compliance
according to the Americans With Disabilities Act [A.C.A. § 7-5-301(a)]. Chairman Brown asked for
further comments.

Vivian Michaels, Chairman of the Benton County Democratic Party Central Committee, stated she
thought that the county should buy more voting machines, but she is aware of the financial issues.
Ms. Michaels also stated that the polling precinct in which she worked on November 6, 2012 had
only two (2) Ivotronic machines and one (1) was constantly breaking down, causing long lines. Ms.
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Michaels stated that the county should consider expanding early voting and consider online voting,
noting that that is the process being used in Oregon. Chairman Brown thanked Ms. Michaels for her
suggestions and comments.

. Signing of the Preliminary and Unofficial Election Results of the General & Non-Partisan Judicial
General Run-Off Election held November 6, 2012: Chairman Brown stated that this would
temporarily be moved on the agenda due to provisional ballots and that Kim Dennison was working
on the military ballots which also had to be certified.

. Official Certification of Election Results of the General & Non-Partisan Judicial General Run-Off

Election held November 6, 2012: Chairman Brown stated that this item will be moved to the end of
the agenda, so that the provisional and military ballot counts can be updated.

. Order to Establish Official Early Vote Sites for the General Run-Off Election to be held November
27,2012: Chairman Brown stated that early voting for the General Run-Off Election will only be at
the three (3) County Clerk’s office locations. He stated that these offices are located at 215 E.
Central, Suite 217, Bentonville; 300 W. Poplar, Rogers; and 707 S. Lincoln, Siloam Springs.
Chairman Brown made a motion to approve and sign the Order to Establish the Official Early Voting
Sites for the General Run-Off Election to be held November 27, 2012, seconded by Commissioner
Anzalone. Motion carried by voice vote.

. Order to Establish Official Polling Sites for the General Run-Off Election to be held November 27,
2012: Chairman Brown stated that twenty-six (26) precincts would be opened for the General Run-
Off Election. Chairman Brown stated that First Assembly of God Church, Precinct 36, had four (4)
possible voters and he did not want to open a precinct for this number of voters. He stated that a
certified letter would be mailed to the registered voters advising them that this precinct would be
moved to the Bentonville Church of Christ, Precinct 34for this election only. Chairman Brown then
made a motion to approve the Official Polling Sites and to move the First Assembly of God Church,
Precinct 36 voting to the Bentonville Church of Christ, Precinct 34 for the General Run-Off Election
to be held November 27, 2012, seconded by Commissioner Anzalone. Motion carried by voice vote.

Order to Appoint Election Officials for the General Run-Off Election to be held November 27, 2012:
Chairman Brown made a motion to approve the election officials for the General Run-Off Election to
be held November 27, 2012, seconded by Commissioner Anzalone. Motion carried by voice vote.

. Order to Appoint Election Officials to Process, Count, and Canvass Absentee Ballots for the General
Run-Off Election to be held November 27, 2012: Chairman Brown made a motion to approve Kim
Dennison and Sharon Rose as Election Officials to process, count, and canvass absentee ballots for
the General Run-Off Election to be held November 27, 2012, seconded by Commissioner Tumey.
Motion carried by voice vote.

. Review and Approval of the General Run-Off Election Ballot: Chairman Brown reported that Bella
Vista originally had three (3) races that would have been on this ballot but that three (3) candidates;
Terry Tomlin, Alderman Ward 2 Position 2, Linda Leffler, Alderman Ward 3 Position 1, and Karen
Young, Alderman Ward 3, Position 2 have withdrawn. Chairman Brown asked the commissioners to
review and approve the ballots for the General Run-Off Election to be held November 27, 2012. The
commissioners reviewed the ballots and Chairman Brown made a motion to accept the ballots for the
General Run-Off Election to be held November 27, 2012, seconded by Commissioner Anzalone.
Motion carried by voice vote.

Review and Approval of the General Run-Off Election Ivotronic Ballot: The commissioners
reviewed the lvotronic ballot for the General Run-Off Election and Chairman Brown made a motion
to accept the Ivotronic ballot for the General Run-Off Election to be held November 27, 2012,
seconded by Commissioner Anzalone. Motion carried by voice vote.




Old Business:
None

Public Comment:

Vivian Michaels asked Chairman Brown if the 650 counting machines had been repaired. Chairman
Brown responded, yes. Chairman Brown stated that an ES&S technician worked on the 650
machines for approximately twenty (20) hours. Commissioner Tumey stated that ES&S had been at
the Election Commission eight (8) weeks prior to the election to test the machines to make sure they
were working properly. Chairman Brown thought that the length and the folds in the ballots caused
the problem. Ms. Michaels asked when results are counted that come from the Ivotronic machines
that are used during early voting. Chairman Brown stated that the lvotronic machines that are used
during early voting are processed on Election Day, but the totals cannot be released until 7:30 P.M.

Chairman Brown stated that he has suggestions to improve voting and that 850 machines are able to
run folded paper ballots. He stated that the 850 machines have three (3) trays; (1) for ballots
counted, one for ballots not counted, and one for write-in ballots. Chairman Brown added that 850
machines cost approximately $125,000 each, but that he would like to trade the 650 for the 850
machines. He stated that the 850 machines are federally approved but not approved through the
state. Chairman Brown also stated he would like to establish three (3) additional off-site early voting
locations, to include the areas of Lowell/Bethel Heights, Gentry/Decatur, and Prairie Creek and
stated that he is open to any ideas or suggestions.

Chairman Brown reiterated that he would like to strictly use paper ballots on Election Day, but that
Federal Law requires the election commission to have one (1) ADA machine in every precinct. He
stated that the commission is going to have to work on the complaints from voters not wanting to
vote at a church, voting locations not agreeing with the issues on the ballot, and parking situations.
Chairman Brown indicated the need for individuals that can suggest additional locations and looking
at facilities that can handle a large number of voters. Commissioner Tumey asked how many techs
were in the field on November 6, 2012. Sharon Rose responded that there were eight (8) and that she
and Kim were also available. Barbara McCoy stated that she felt the Election Commissioners could
give valuable information to the state legislatures and the Secretary of State as to the needs and
possible solutions to the problems. Chairman Brown stated that a newly elected representative has
been approached about the needs in Benton County and has been asked to present these issues to the
legislature. Ms. McCoy stated she would like to see a group go to Little Rock and speak to the state
legislatures and the Secretary of State on the listed recommendations. Commissioner Tumey stated
that any funding for the Election Commission must go through the Quorum Court.

Other Business:

Item (B): The commissioners processed the provisional ballots for the General Election held on
November 6, 2012 and Chairman Brown reported that there were ninety (90) Provisional Ballots
received and that forty-nine (49) were counted and forty-one (41) were not counted. Chairman
Brown requested that Sharon Rose prepare the letters that must be mailed to persons who vote a
Provisional Ballot, informing them as to whether or not their vote counted. Sharon responded that
she would prepare the letters for the commissioners to sign.

The commissioners then signed the Preliminary and Unofficial Election Results and the Official
Certification of Election Results for the General & Non-Partisan Judicial General Run-Off Election
held on November 6, 2012.



Adjournment:

Chairman Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Anzalone. The meeting
was adjourned at 4:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Russell J. Anzalone, Secretary
Prepared by Sharon Rose
Benton County Election Commission



