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MINUTES OF THE BENTON COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION 

 
September 28, 2011 

 
 
Commission members present:  John Brown, Jr., Mike Sevak, and Robbyn Tumey 
 
Others present:  Christine Southard, Sharon Rose, Dana Ferguson, Gwen Millager, Jim McCarthy, and 
Duane Neal  
 
Media:  Tom Sissom, Benton County Daily Record 
 
Commissioner John Brown called the meeting to order at 3:10 P.M. and welcomed everyone. 
 
Minutes: 
Chairman Brown asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the September 20, 2011 
meeting.  Commissioner Sevak made a motion that the minutes from the September 20, 2011 meeting be 
approved as submitted, seconded by Commissioner Tumey.  Motion carried by voice vote.    
 
Public Comment: 
None 
 
Old Business:   
None 
 
New Business: 

(A)  Certification of the Official Results for the Annual School Election, September 20, 2011:  
Chairman Brown made a motion to certify the Official Results for the Annual School Election.  
No objections were voiced. 

 
(B) Order Appointing Official to Process, Count, and Canvass Absentee Ballots:  Chairman Brown 

made a motion to certify the Order Appointing of Officials to Process, Count, and Canvass 
Absentee Ballots for the Annual School Run-Off Election.  No objections were voiced. 

 

 

mailto:election@co.benton.ar.us


 
 
Other Business: 
Duane Neal stated that the redistricting committee met with the County Clerk’s Office and the NW Arkansas 
Regional Planning Commission.  The maps followed the House and Senate guidelines and were presented to 
the Quorum Court on Thursday, September 22, 2011.  Duane stated that the JP’s learned that there are no 
two JP’s in the same district and that both maps met the criteria and would be acceptable.  Duane stated that 
the Clerk’s Office followed city boundaries and the NW Arkansas Regional Planning Commission made an 
effort to follow House Representative and Senate District lines.  From that stand point, the precinting and the 
splitting of precincts would be minimized with the planning commission’s recommendations.  Duane stated 
that the House and Senate Districts will be fixed for the next ten (10) years and the city boundaries may 
change due to annexations.  Duane stated for those reasons, the Redistricting Committee recommended to the 
commissioners that the NW Arkansas Regional Planning map be adopted.  Dana Ferguson stated that even 
though the NW Arkansas Regional Planning Commission followed House and Senate lines, there are more 
splits where it comes to fire, school, and city districts, which will cause more ballot splits. 
 
Chairman Brown thanked the Redistricting Committee and Dana for their efforts in completing this task. 
Chairman Brown asked that the County Clerk and the NW Regional Planning Commission maps be accepted 
and open for discussion.  Commissioner Sevak asked Dana for a time-line once a map is approved.  Dana 
stated that the deadline is January 1, 2012.  Christine Southard stated nothing could be done until the city 
boundaries are completed and that deadline is January, 2012 and the deadline to establish school zones is 
May, 2012.  Commissioner Tumey stated that the voters could then be in two different precincts.  Christine 
said that could be one (1) split and then when a school district goes through there, that could cause another 
split.  Dana stated that this redistricting needs to be completed before February, because of the filing period 
for public office and to notify voters where they will be voting.  Chairman Brown stated that the boundary 
description must be published because there is a thirty (30) day period in the event someone wants to appeal 
to the circuit court.  Gwen Millager stated her concerns with the school representation in two (2) sections 
around the lake.  Jim McCarthy stated that three (3) JP’s currently represent the lake area.  Duane Neal stated 
that the NW Arkansas Planning Commission has this area more rural or more urban as the Clerk’s Office has 
a mixture of rural and urban.  Dana stated that the NW Arkansas Planning Commission map takes in both 
sides of the lake, which would take in three or four cities, two or three school districts, and fifteen fire 
districts.  Both maps list each district, cities, school districts, and fire districts.  Chairman Brown asked Dana 
for this list.  Dana stated to Gwen Millager that the Clerk’s map is based on local districts and the NW 
Arkansas Planning Commission map is based on House and Senate Districts.  Jim McCarthy stated that the 
five zones do not incorporate themselves in the JP map.  Christine Southard stated that they do incorporate 
themselves when it comes to voter registration.  Jim McCarthy stated that this was a JP map and within this 
map there will be different school districts and zones.  Dana stated the JP structure is the main part of the 
precinct. 
 
Announcements: 
Chairman Brown announced the Annual School Run-Off Election is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 
2011, that we have a special election scheduled for November 8th for the City of Lowell regarding extension 
of a 1% Sales Tax and changing City Council terms of office to 4 years, as well as the Statewide Bond 
Election.  Commissioner Tumey asked if there were any statistics on the turnout for a Statewide Referendum.  
Christine stated she would have to check.  Christine stated she had received the software from ES&S for the 
Ballot on Demand.  Chairman Brown stated there was a problem with the rotator but it has been repaired.  
Commissioner Tumey asked Christine how many ballots were ordered for the November 8, 2011 election.  
Christine stated she would check and report back at the next meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adjournment: 
Chairman Brown made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Tumey.  The meeting adjourned at 
3:40 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 Mike Sevak, Secretary 
Prepared by Sharon Rose, Election Commission Staff 
 

 


