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MINUTES OF BENTON COUNTY QUORUM COURT 
 

 April 22, 2010 
  
A regular meeting of the Benton County Quorum Court was held on Thursday, April 22, 2010 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Benton County Administration Building, 215 East Central Avenue, Bentonville, 
Arkansas, pursuant to proper call and notice. 
 
The meeting was called to order by County Judge David Bisbee.  
 
Deputy Clerk Janet Reaves called roll as follows: 
 

13 JP’s Present:  Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen,  
    Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson  

                      
A legal quorum was present. 
 
The presiding officer led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  Prayer was led by Dave Hadsell, 
Chaplain, Rogers Police and Fire Departments. 
 
A moment of silence was held in support of the men and women serving in the United States Armed 
Forces.  
 
Changes to the Agenda 
County Judge David Bisbee asked if there were any additions, corrections, or deletions to the 
agenda.    
Agenda approved by unanimous voice vote.  
 
MINUTES:  
County Judge David Bisbee asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the 
March 18, 2010 Quorum Court meeting.  Seeing none, Judge Bisbee stated that the minutes would 
be filed as presented.    
 
ELECTED OFFICALS REPORT:    
None 
 
COUNTY JUDGE’S REPORT:  
County Judge David Bisbee stated that the County Road Report is due in the month of April, but 
because cost estimates for the asphalt work have not been received, the report is not available at  
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tonight’s meeting.  He stated that a copy of the Road Report without cost estimates for asphalt work 
will be handed out at the end of this meeting, and that Director of Public Safety Greg Hines will 
have the cost estimate bids that have been submitted for the asphalt work at the May 11, 2010 
Committee of Thirteen meeting.       
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
JP Wolf reported that the Personnel Committee met today, and items on the agenda have been 
forwarded to the next Finance and Committee of Thirteen meetings.   
  
JP Winscott stated that the Long Range Planning/Real Estate & Buildings Committee met on 
Tuesday April 20, 2010 and approved the Johnson-Troillet Architects proposal of $83,175.00 for 
architectural fees for the Benton County Master Building Plan, in three different phases – Phase I 
$32,504 – Phase II $29,606, and Phase III $21,065, and that the proposal was forwarded to the May 
04, 2010, Finance Committee agenda.    
County Judge David Bisbee thanked the Long Range Planning/Real Estate & Buildings Committee 
for all of their hard work involved in getting the Sheriff’s barracks moving forward along with the 
Juvenile Justice Center and the Long Range Plan.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
Joanne Hoffman stated her support for County Judge David Bisbee and expressed concerns about 
Benton County Jail conditions.     
              
OLD BUSINESS:  
None 
 
JP Wolf made motion to suspend the rules and read all ordinances and resolutions by title only, 
seconded by JP Moore.   
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

 
(A)       Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation  

Ordinance No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating 
Additional Monies and Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Department 
01, County Judge, Fund 487; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 

 
County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only. JP 
Moore stated this proposed appropriation ordinance is from a GIF grant for the NEBCO 
Rural Fire Department to purchase a Tanker Truck.   JP Moore made motion to adopt, 
seconded by JP Lewis.  
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There being no discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  13 yeas:  Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen 
      Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson 

 
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-10. 

 
(B)       Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation  
 Ordinance No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating 

Additional Monies and Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Department 
49, Information Systems, Fund 010; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 

 
County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  JP Moore 
stated this proposed appropriation ordinance of $12,000 is to purchase Digital Video Recorders for 
Courthouse security.  JP Moore made motion to adopt, seconded by JP Lewis.  
 
There being no discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows 
 

13yeas:      Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen, 
                   Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson 

  
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-11. 
 

C)      Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation Ordinance 
No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating Additional Monies  and 
Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Department 30, Department Of                   
Emergency  Management, Fund 286; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore   
   

County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  JP 
Moore stated the proposed appropriation ordinance $147,098.71 is from a Homeland 
Security Grant Fund for the purchase of the Reverse 9-1-1 system and other communication 
equipment.  JP Moore made motion to adopt, seconded by JP Harrison  
 
 There being no further discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows:   
 

13 yeas:       Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, 
Allen, Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson        

 
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-12. 
 

(D) Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation Ordinance 
No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating Additional Monies  
and Authorizing Additional Expenditures In Department 30, Department of 
Emergency Management, Fund 287; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 
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County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  JP Moore 
stated the proposed appropriation ordinance for $95,225.05 is from the Law Enforcement Training and 
Terrorism Prevention Grant Fund (LETPP) for purchase of tactical equipment.  JP Moore made motion 
to adopt, seconded by JP Wolf.  

 
There being no discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
 

10 yeas:      Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Hubbard, Moore, 
                   Allen, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson 

               3 nays:      Lewis, Douglas, Blaty   
 
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-13. 
 

(E)       Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation Ordinance 
No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating Additional Monies 
and Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Department 67, County Jail, Fund 970; 
Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore     

 
County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  JP Moore 
stated this proposed appropriation ordinance is to appropriate $12,000 from the Social Security 
Incentive Fund for installation of an electronic security gate at the back entrance of the County Jail 
complex.  JP Moore made motion to adopt, seconded by JP Sandlin.  

 
There being no discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follow: 

 
13 yeas:     Wozniak Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen   
                  Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson 

 
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-14 
 

(F) Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation Ordinance 
No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating Additional Monies 
And Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Department 63, 9-1-1 Administration, 
Fund 130; Sponsor:  JP Kurt Moore 
 

County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  JP 
Moore stated this proposed appropriation ordinance is to purchase two 9-1-1 equipment 
stations for CenCom, and five Public Safety Answering Point-Arkansas Wireless 
Information Network radios.  JP Moore made motion to adopt, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
There being no discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  13 yeas:   Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen, 
        Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson  
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Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-15 
 

(G) Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation Ordinance 
No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating Additional Monies  
and Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Fund 440, Capital Projects, Department 
35; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 
 

County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  JP Moore 
stated this proposed appropriation ordinance is to appropriate $300,000 to Johnson-Troillet 
Architects for architectural fees for the Juvenile Detention Center.  JP Moore made motion to adopt, 
seconded by JP Winscott. 
County Judge David Bisbee stated that because this is not just the Juvenile Detention Center, but 
also court and probation facilities that the name be changed to Juvenile Justice Center and asked the 
court to accept a verbal amendment to change the name to Juvenile Justice Center.   
JP Winscott made motion to change “Juvenile Detention Center” to “Juvenile Justice Center” in the 
proposed appropriation ordinance, seconded by JP Douglas.   
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   
 
There being no further discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  13 yeas:   Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen  
                                         Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson  
 
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-16.   

 
(H) Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation Ordinance 

No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating Additional Monies  
and Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Various Funds and Departments; 
Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 
 

County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  JP Moore 
stated this proposed appropriation ordinance is to appropriate $190,638.29 to pay unemployment 
claims for 2009.  JP Moore made motion to adopt, seconded by JP Sandlin. 
 
There being no further discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  13 yeas:   Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen 
                    Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson  
 
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-17 

 
(I) Proposed  Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation Ordinance   

No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating Additional Monies  
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And Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Department 01, County Judge, Fund 
010; Sponsor: JP Kurt Moore 
 

County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only. JP Moore 
stated this proposed appropriation ordinance is for the settlement amount of $241,394 for the Road 
Tax lawsuit filed by the City of Bella Vista.  JP Moore made motion to adopt, seconded by JP 
Sandlin 
 
There being no discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  10 yeas:   Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Moore, Allen, Douglas, Blaty, Winscott 
        Harrison, Stephenson  
           3 against:    Brown, Lewis, Hubbard 
 
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-18 

 
(J) Proposed Appropriation Ordinance Amending Appropriation Ordinance   

No. O-2009-46 (2010 Benton County Budget) Appropriating Additional Monies  
and Authorizing Additional Expenditures in Fund 440, Capital Projects, Department 
67; Sponsor: JP Bobby Hubbard 
 

County Attorney George Spence read the proposed appropriation ordinance by title only.  JP 
Hubbard stated this proposed appropriation ordinance is for construction costs for the Minimum-
Security Jail Annex.  JP Hubbard made motion to adopt, seconded by JP Lewis 
 
There being no further discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows:   
 
  13 yeas:   Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen 
           Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson 
 
Appropriation ordinance duly adopted and assigned No. O-2010-19. 
 

(K) Proposed Ordinance to Amend section 2-138 of The Code of Ordinances of Benton 
County, Arkansas to Split the Cash Advance Travel Fund into One Fund for the Sheriff’s 
Office and a Second Fund for the Remaining County Offices; Sponsor:  JP Kurt Moore 

 
JP Moore stated this proposed ordinance is to help streamline cash advance travel funds for the 
Sheriff’s office.  JP Moore made motion to adopt, seconded by Stephenson     
 
County Judge David Bisbee stated this was the first reading and that the proposed ordinance will be 
placed on the May 27, 2010, Quorum Court agenda for the second reading. 
 
There being no further discussion, a roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
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  13 yeas:   Wozniak, Wolf, Sandlin, Brown, Lewis, Hubbard, Moore, Allen,  
          Douglas, Blaty, Winscott, Harrison, Stephenson  
  
First reading passed.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
JP Hubbard stated that he would like for Director of Public Safety Greg Hines to address the May 
11, 2010 Committee of Thirteen Committee and give an update on three different projects – the 
Engineering Report on the Fisher Ford Bridge; the status of establishing a Convenience Center on 
the west side of the county; and an update on the Y-City and Decatur Telephone Company (Tilley 
Hill Road).  
 
Ron Petrie of Garver Engineering stated that in 2002 the County received an estimate from Garver 
of $228,000 to update the Fisher Ford Bridge as outlined in the Arkansas Highway Transportation 
Department (AHTD) Bridge Maintenance Inspection Report. He stated they were able to consult 
with Gibson and Associates Construction Company located in Balch Springs, Texas, which 
specializes in steel truss bridge rehabilitation, to update the 2002 order of magnitude cost estimate. 
He stated that Gibson and Associates Construction Company had submitted a lump sum estimate of 
$234,000 for the seventeen items listed on the 2002 AHTD Inspection Report, with a construction 
time of thirty-five working days to correct the items listed. He stated that Garver Engineering 
recommends a 25% contingency be added to Gibson’s price due to the conceptual nature of the 
proposed improvements, and an updated estimated cost to provide engineering services for this 
project through completion of the construction, for a total cost of $415,000. He added that to extend 
the life of the bridge, the steel components of the bridge should be cleaned of rust and painted.  Ron 
Petrie stated that this cost is not included in the construction costs, and that this should be 
considered before the project is started.  
JP Stephenson stated that it is his understanding that the Fisher Ford Bridge is a county-owned 
bridge, and his further understanding is with that being the case, that the State cannot tell us to close 
that bridge. 
County Judge David Bisbee stated that after the major bridge collapse outside of Minneapolis that 
Congress required the Federal Government to take over all bridges, and that the Federal 
Government passed it on to the State.  He added if we do not follow what the State tells us to do, 
they can withhold money for State-aid projects.    
JP Stephenson stated that he would like to find the literature regarding the laws.  Ron Petrie of 
Garver Engineering stated that he would forward the information to JP Stephenson. JP Stephenson 
added that the bridge could be reopened at any time, with a rezoned ton limit on it.  County Judge 
David Bisbee stated that the bridge has been closed since 2005.    
JP Hubbard made motion to forward the Fisher Ford Bridge project to the Long Range 
Planning/Real Estate & Buildings Committee for further discussion, seconded by JP Winscott. 
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
County Judge David Bisbee stated that the Colonel Meyers Bridge had similar problems like the 
Fisher Ford Bridge and that it should be sent to the Long Range Planning/Real Estate & Buildings 
Committee for discussion.  
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JP Moore made motion to forward to the Long Range Planning/Real Estate & Buildings Committee 
further discussion on the Colonel Meyers Bridge, seconded by JP Winscott.  
 
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.   
 
Ron Petrie of Garver Engineering stated that bid openings on the War Eagle Bridge are scheduled 
for May 04, 2010.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
JP Moore announced that the Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, May 04, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
There being no further business to come before the court, upon motion and second the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tena O’Brien, 
County Clerk 
 
Prepared by: Janet Reaves 
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