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Benton County Election Commission TERA O'BRiLH
Minutes CO & PROBAIE CLERY
November 18, 2009 BENTOR COUNTY, AR

Chairman, Bill Williams, opened the meeting at 10:04 a.m.

Present: Bill Williams, Chairman
E. J. Miller, Member
Helen Peltier, Election Coordinator
Kathy Mahmens, Staff

Absent: Timothy Hutchinson, Secretary
Others present: Mary Kincy, Benton County clerical pool
Media: Tabatha Hunter - Benton County Daily Record

Election Coordinator, Helen Peltier, reported on the following:

1) The commission is prepared for the upcoming 12/8 special elections in Bethel
Heights and Bella Vista.

2) Early voting begins 12/1.

3) Training for workers is 11/30.

4) Public Notice for early voting was printed in the 11/21 paper. Major Election
Notice will be printed in the 11/27 paper.

5) Internal LNA testing has been completed for both elections.

6) Helen is preparing an Operations plan for the 12/8 Elections.

7) Reminder that a public demonstration of the voting electronics, November

24 at 9:00am.

Commissioners discussed the County Clerk's role in the recovery of administrative and
general expenses for elections.

Commissioners discussed and approved the granting of the Election Coordinator the
authority to select the final choice of either remodeling the present location (providing it's
cost effective) of the Election Commission or moving to a bigger location.

Coordinator Peltier relayed expressed concern from the County Administration of the
commission going over the budget for meetings in 2009 and a discussion followed.

Commissioners discussed the issue of paper ballots. Some of the options mentioned were
1) Voters request paper ballots in advance. 2) Make paper ballots available in early
voting. 3) Have a central point/place for voters to use paper ballots. 4) Have a restrictive
amount of paper ballots available at each precinct. There was also some discussion that



the requested electronic machines will take care of the need for some paper ballots for
voters that do not want to wait in line for the machine.

The commissioners discussed the clarification of a resolution concerning paper ballots
that was passed months ago. The consensus of the commission is as follows: The intent
and goal of the Election Commission in 2010 is to provide a paper ballot to anyone that
wants one.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 am.

Respectfully submitted, Bill Williams, Commission Chairman
Prepared by Mary Kincy, Benton County clerical pool
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